Some thoughts ... The Gospel of the Cross

The gospel is so simple that small children can understand it, and it is
so profound that studies by the wisest theologians will never exhaust

its riches.
Charles Hodge

Only the Christian gospel presents....a way in which justice and mercy
kiss each other...First, Christianity confirms the fact that justice must
be satisfied. Sin must be condemned according to its demerit. This
means eternal doom. The sinner must be damned because God must
be inexorably holy and just. His all-powerful Being must vindicate His
all-holy Being. Christianity never compromises the ever-blessed
purity and excellency of the divine nature. Second, Christianity alone
finds a way to satisfy infinite justice and provide infinite mercy at the
same time. What no other religion has dreamed of, Jesus Christ has
accomplished. He underwent the infinite wrath of God against sin and
lived to bestow His mercy on the damned sinners for whom He died.
The infinite Son of God took upon Himself a human nature in which
He underwent the full fury of the divine wrath. The omnipotent God
satisfied His violated holiness by punishing sin completely in His
blessed Son, who “became sin” for His people. The justice of God
was vindicated in full in the substitute, His own Son, our Saviour
dear. He survived that awful vengeance and rose victor over the
grave by the power of His own divinity. Now He offers to every sin-
sick and “pleasure”- burdened soul an everlasting mercy. Perfect

mercy and perfect justice in the gospel of the crucified.
John Gerstner

Let this be to you the mark of true Gospel preaching—where Christ is
everything, and the creature is nothing; where it is salvation all of
grace, through the work of the Holy Spirit applying to the soul the

precious blood of Jesus.
C.H. Spurgeon

The summary of the gospel is that our Lord Jesus Christ, the true Son
of God, has revealed the will of His heavenly Father to us, and with
His innocence has redeemed us from death, and has reconciled us
with God. Therefore, Christ is the only way to salvation for all those

who have been, are, and will be.
Ulrich Zwingli
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The Gospel of the Cross, Part 2
Luke 23:26-49

Introduction: To tell the story of the crucifixion of Jesus, Luke
weaves together a complex set of themes that include both history
and theology. Jesus, an innocent man, gives his life on the cross to
save those who have rejected, taunted, mocked, and even executed
him. Refusing to save himself, he saves the world. Rejected by
mankind, he is nonetheless approved by God, and accomplishes
redemption for all who will believe. This is no martyr story; rather, it is
the story of the God-Man, the Hero, the Rescuer of Creation — Jesus
Christ the Lord.

The Story Luke 23:26-49
The Significance

Jesus: The innocent hero of the Gospel

God's sovereignty: The eternal outworking of the Gospel

The Cast: The world'’s reactions to the Gospel

Judgment and Forgiveness: The message of the Gospel

The Taunts: The irony of the Gospel

The Criminal: The hope of the Gospel

Cosmic Signs: The security found in the Gospel

The Veil: The heart of the Gospel

God's Hands: The rest available in the Gospel
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. Did You Hear It?
KA d S N 0#&8 Mark the times you hear these key words:

TOTAL:
The Gospel of the Cross, part 2 JESUS
The Questions GOSPEL -
Answer the following questions. The answers are on the back. CROSS
1. When the veil of the Temple was torn in two pieces: FORGIVENESS S
A. 'it showed that_ God had opened the way to his presence. RESPONSE
B. it meant that, in Jesus, we can enter into God's presence.
C. it signaled the end to the need for animal sacrifices. CRIMINAL -
D. all of the above.

Word Search
Find the following words in the scramble below. Letters are

2. The rest we have in Jesus is illustrated in Jesus’: sometimes used twice, and words may go around corners.

A. commiting his life into God the Father’s hands.

B. fighting the soldiers who crucified him. JESUS GOSPEL CROSS FORGIVENESS SALVATION SIN BLOOD
C. Jesus protesting his innocence. TAUNT CRIMINALS RESPONSES CAST DAUGHTERS WOMEN
D. none of the above. ISRAEL GENTILES ROMAN SOLDIERS JERUSALEM TREE GREEN

DRY VEIL SUN DARKNESS CRUCIFIXION COVER HILLS SKULL LOVE

3. The hope of salvation in Jesus Christ is:
A. only for those who are Jewish.
B. only for those who lived in Jesus’ day. E 1; g \If IE_:I ; i 1; l\é g g E i g i ‘2 E
8. :Ilfg;fgletZEzc\e/;vho repent of their sins and follow Christ. DI NEAWAJSJRILPLANUGE
) ) LKTQRANGETITDUSTUSNE
GBILSGIEHRIASOJTTI
For Family Discussion: What do we learn from the fact that the SALIIVMNEKETUETVNGEKTP
Temple veil was split in half when Jesus died? LWEOEBICROSSXLATX
ZZ S NOWRSNNSTUABAYM
Space to Doodle OBEIODCNOUEVOLZKSX
RSVMMXMPSNAMORETETL
SLEYZSSEDNIKRADS STWMR R
DNCOXEJKNUWZUPGNZE
ENEYRIJDAUGHTERSYV
NOIXIFICURCSIKTULTLDO
EVLSDWVOSQIWPRJOLC
July 13, 2008 Answers: 1.0 2.A 3.C

More games and activities on the other side.



