As stated, I agree with Dave’s definitions.
First:
I have argued that believers must separate from those who deny essential doctrines of the faith.
This goes without saying. You couldn’t very well be a fundamentalist without this.
Second:
I have argued that we must withdraw or withhold fellowship from those who disobey what the Bible teaches about this.
And this is exactly what I was taught at BJU by Dr. Bob Jr and Dr. Bob III.
The difference seems to be in application. Some are saying they agree with this second point, but then will make excuses for Mohler and the Manhattan Declaration or Piper and his many compromises. And then we have to say, what about those T4G men, for example, who are tolerating the errors of Piper and Mohler? Obviously it can be a bit of a circus by trying to define the lines by the “chain of separation” as some try to do to refute any real practical application of point 2. But what are we to do with Dever, MacArthur, et al, if they seemingly won’t do anything about Mohler and Piper?
It seems that the patterns of their fellowship is in the milieu of compromise and confusion. I think that we have no real basis for ministry cooperation with men in that environment – such cooperation would confuse our people and perpetuate a stance where there is no practical difference between the conservative evangelical and the fundamentalist.
Some might think that is a good thing. But I think that there still remains a practical differentiation between fundamentalism and evangelicalism that is important.
Dave himself, not so long ago, on this blog admitted that he would not invite Dever in to speak to his people. Perhaps things have changed since then, but it was his stated position here.
To me, that would be a practical application of point two, one with which I would agree. But the way Dave has been talking lately, I am not sure that he has much real practical application of that principle any more. I’d be interested to see him give some examples of how he would apply principle two these days.
Maranatha!
Don Johnson


WHAT ABOUT THIS SEPARATION MATTER
Charles E. Whisnant
How Are We to Determine Who To Separate From?
I have often stated if you know a preachers  doctrinal slant, you know where he is going in his approach to scripture.  I have said to my wife, Charity, “I know where he is headed here.  His position on the church, the Church, Israel, Revelation, salvation, spiritual gifts, the list is long, is this.”  I have yet to be convinced or convicted that separation is a doctrine. But by men’s action I know their position.
And I have often said to our membership, “If you see me preaching at a certain church that is not Baptist, what would you think?  Most of the membership has no clue.
When I was in my first pastorate at twenty two, and had not been ordained yet.  I was scheduled to be ordained at my home church at the time, a WBF Independence Fundamental Baptist Church (Frank Norris style.) The church I was the pastor was GARBC.  They consulted with other pastors, and they told me that I was not a member of a sister church, and dI could be ordained in their GARBC church. To which I believed to be rather odd.  So I said, I would be willing to be ordained in both.  Thus I learned a Baptist Church is not a sister church to another Baptist church?
The second church I was the pastor, I discovered other Baptist Church in the area would not fellowship with us because I was not very strong on the dress code. And our youth was not invited to any of their activities at their outings.  (And I had just come from FBC of Hammond, Ind.)  
Then the third church I was pastor, I had to tell them that I was a member currently in a SBC Church, or they wouldn’t have voted me in as pastor.  (That was really a mistake on both our parts.)
The separation of Baptist Churches based upon the position that the Pastors holds is rather common in all Baptist circles. 
So what is this saying to our membership as a whole?
While I teach that all born again (John 3:3) Christians are in the same body of Christ,( I Corinthians 12) and the scripture teaches we have one Spirit, one Body, one Christ, we are one in the sense we are all in Christ.  But what is confusing to members this doesn’t mean that we get alone with other churches who we believe to be different then us.
Then I turn around and say, we can’t fellowship with this church, because the Pastor associates with John MacArthur and besides his church is not Baptist. And I can’t fellowship with John Piper because he believes in tongues as a gift today. And I can’t have fellowship with the church down the road because they don’t believe salvation is once saved always saved. And the list could go one forever.
Now the members are saying, “So what about all Christians in one body of Christ?”  “Are we not all in the same body going to the same heaven to be with the same Christ?”
And if you really want to get separated from another Baptist church, just let them know your position on Election, and Church policy and the KJV, Eldership, the Lord Supper, and Praise Music, baptism,  and even the style of preaching or teaching you do.  Any of those positions that doesn’t go their way, you are my friend out of their circle.
And since I have never tried to hide any of my positions and, they are clear, up front, and honest, and you can know, separation is quick.  You can’t be associated with people who have different points of views you know.
Over the last fifty years I have just about seen it all, well maybe 20% of the stuff in Baptist circles.  And it’s a wonder there is any body going to a Baptist Church.  
Why don’t we apply 1 Corinthians 1:10 to Baptist Preachers and churches? Why can’t we agree together?  
We tell our members, “You couldn’t go to this church because the pastor believes in election, he believes in eldership, he believes in biblical baptism, he believes women can be deacons, he believes and the lists is a full page lone.”  And they will ask, “Do you believe they are really Christians then?”  To which I will say, “Of course. They just don’t believe what we believe.” And that always goes over very well.
[image: ]
So having listen to John MacArthur preach for 40 years  now I learn that John MacArthur will preach here or there in a conference, or that the church might be having praise bands, etc, and have publicly said to our membership that I like John teaching and  his understanding of the scriptures.  
[image: ][image: ]
So now that I have learned that in Grace Community Church they allow for this or that, and I might not necessary like, or that the pastors will go to conferences that I might not necessary like, etc. now do I say “Well as of this week, I will no longer associate with John MacArthur and the Grace Community Church” Well I do take my stand on some preachers and their preaching and their position.
I have a DREAM, John MacArthur, Jr. preaching in the Rivers of Joy Baptist Church on a Sunday Morning, or Monday, Tuesday, etc.-
Okay, do I follow John MacArthur’s position on all things?  I am trying to think of one that I wouldn’t agree with.  Do I believe that his position is based upon what he understands the scripture to be teaching? Yes. Would I then do what he has in his church?   I would love too: if I could? Problem:  wouldn’t be able to.
“Well doesn’t John teach this position? Yes?  And you believe what he is teaching?  Yes.  So how do you arrive at what you believe the bible is teaching and  is really teaching the truth in the Scriptures? 
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How do I know what I am teaching is clearly what the Bible is teaching, and that I am making the right application to the text?  I have heard that statement from members of our current members.  “Who has made you the authority of interpretation of Scripture?” Who have you learned from?  “Why do you believe the way you do anyway?”  “How do you know that your application to the text is right and another person’s application might be wrong?”
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They will say, “I believe Jesus Christ died on the cross, and therefore everyone can be saved.” And I will say, “I believe Jesus Christ died for those whom God gave Him to die for.” 

They will say, “I believe that God allowed the evolutional process in the creation of the earth, and I will say “I believe God created the whole universal in a very short time.”

They will say, “I believe we should give an altar call and sing as many verses of Just As I Am, and call people to be saved, as long as is necessary, after you preach the sermon.” And I will, say, “God gives the invitation to be saved, and I am to teach the Word, and allow God to do the calling, not me.”
They will say, “Preacher why don’t you preach, you seem to just teach.”  And I say, “There can’t be preaching unless you are teaching the Word of God.”
[image: ][image: ]
They will say, “Pastor, why do you study so much, and teach so in depth, and why do you say in Philippians  chapter one for over a year.” And I say, “The best way to know  God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit and God’s Word, Will, and Work is to teach the Word book by book, chapter by chapter, verse by verse, and yes maybe word by word.”
And they say, “Who have you learned all that from anyway?”
They will say, “Why do you believe you are right in what you believe?” And really that is a great question and should be asked.
“The Holy Spirit gives me all I need to know about knowing what the Scriptures teach.” Good answer uh!  
“I don’t study from anyone or anything, I only use my old KJV 1611 Bible.”  That is even a better false fallacy.[image: ]
So here is the issues at hand:
Are we required as preachers and churches to separated from preachers and churches that have different views on separation and biblical teaching them us, and are we not to associated with those who associate with those we don’t like.
Why should I associate with John MacArthur, Jr.
How do we teach 1 Corinthians 1:10 to believers and then are preachers and churches to do the same.
So how then do we understand Scripture? How do we know if we are right anyway?


HOW TO LEARN THE INTERPRETATION OF THE SCRIPTURES
What I have taught at Rivers of Joy Baptist Church in Minford Ohio are lessons on how I have tried to learn how to understand the Bible.  I have given them the tools I use to study.  The methods that I use to understand the meaning of any given text in the Bible is important to know. 
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I have written on this subject several times, my life experiences have taught me over the years  
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Early in my studies, I learned from reading books from my Dad’s library. Then going to Seminary learning what the teachers were teaching.  
Taking off campus [image: ]training from Liberty Life Long, hearing the professors from the college on Video.[image: C:\Users\Charles Whisnant\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\L8U9TCVS\MC900356869[1].wmf]Learning theology and doctrine and how the Bible is written to be understood.
Then began learning from John MacArthur, Jr.  He had a series of video on how to prepare a sermon. And I traveled to Sun Valley Calif. to the Shepherd Conf. [image: ] to learn some practical way to do church ministry and how to build a library of research books to study the bible.
And I have been heavily influenced by Bill Gothard over the years. (from 1974 thru 1990).
Then In 2003 when I first went on the Internet, while I love reading books, now I was able to read books on the Internet. And better yet to read articles on biblical subjects by many writers.
As I have said, I have written on this subject on Growbylearning.blogspot.com. 
While I still seem to really grasp to reach a deeper understanding of the scripture, I continue to read and study and seek the Holy Spirit’s help in knowing the Scripture and then better how to apply those principles into daily living and leading the body of Christ in the church.
THE GRID, THE NETWORK
The system which I use to guide and direct my thinking in matters of interpretation and application flow though all the above training I have received over the years.
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YOU KNOW WHAT YOU KNOW BY WHAT YOU HAVE ALLOWED INTO YOUR MIND
A set of beliefs or a way of thinking that determine one’s behavior and outlook.
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