SPIRITUAL HARMONY
Learning to have the same attitude as Jesus Christ
Philippians 1:27-2:5
Charles E. Whisnant
Rivers of Joy Baptist Church September 6, 2009
Philippians 2:1-11 (1:1-5) 
Need for self-effacement

57  Philippians 2 Outline  Charles E. Whisnant, Pastor/Teacher 2009

1 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of 
one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. 5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Phil 2:1-5 

Christ’s Example of Humility  HUMBLE

2 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy,  2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.  3 Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.  4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.  5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, ESV


THE THEME OF THESE PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE TO THE PEOPLE AT PHILIPPI  IN 62 A.D. The letter was written to the church at Philippi, one of the earliest churches to be founded in Europe.
The Doctrine of Christian Unity
The High Standard of Spiritual commitment
The Pattern of Unity in the Believer’s life.
Explanation
In this passage Paul speaks to a similar situation in the lives of the Philippian believers as he asks them to refocus their eyes on Jesus Christ.  He begins by asking them to be of “one mind” (2:2).  He admonishes them to do so by treating others as “more significant” than themselves and by watching out for not simply their own interests but each others’ interests also (2:3-4).  To get his point across forcefully, he asks them to adopt the attitude of Jesus Christ, who being the godliest Person that ever walked on the earth did not consider His “equality with God” as something that should bestow Him with privileges and services from others (2:6).  Instead Christ used it as an opportunity to serve others.  

Paul goes on to say that Christ did not only serve God and humanity but that he did it with utter humility by embracing death on the cross; a death so humiliating that the Roman empire had refused to subject Roman citizen to it (2:8).  agodwardlife.com/Philippians/
LEARNING TO HAVE THE SAME ATTITUDE AS JESUS CHRIST
THE GREATEST BENEFIT AND BLESSINGS THAT THERE IS IN THE CONGREGATIONAL LIFE OF THE ORDINARY CHURCH, IS FOR THE BELIEVER TO SHOW UNITY IN THE BODY OF CHRIST.
REVIEW FROM PAUL’S FOUR- FOLD DEMONSTRATION OF SPIRITUAL LIFE

1A	To Holiness: 1:27
2A	To Unanimity: 1:27
3A	To Courage: 1:28
4A	Fearlessness in the strife, is to be associated with generosity of spirit in endurance. 1:29-30

HOW WAS LIFE IN PHILIPPI IN 62 A.D.
was a city in eastern Macedonia, in northern ancient Greece, established by Philip II in 356 BC and abandoned in the 14th century after the Ottoman conquest. The present municipality Filippoi is located near the ruins of the ancient city and it is part of the periphery of East Macedonia in Greece.
The city reappears in the sources during the Roman civil war that followed the assassination of Julius Caesar. His heirs Mark Antony and Octavian confronted the assassins of Caesar, Marcus Junius Brutus and Cassius, at the Battle of Philippi in the plain to the west of the city in October, 42 BC. Antony and Octavian were victorious in this final battle against the partisans of the Republic. They released some of their veteran soldiers, probably from legion XXVIII and colonized them in the city, which was refounded as Colonia Victrix Philippensium. In 30 BC, Octavian became Roman emperor, reorganized the colony, and established more settlers there, veterans possibly from the Praetorian Guard and other Italians. The city was renamed Colonia Iulia Philippensis, and then Colonia Augusta Iulia Philippensis after January, 27 BC, when Octavian received the title Augustus from the Roman Senate.
Paul visited the city on two other occasions, in 56 and 57. The Epistle to the Philippians dates from around 61-62 and shows the immediate impact of Paul's instruction. The subsequent development of Christianity in Philippi is well-attested, notably by a letter from Polycarp of Smyrna addressed to the community in Philippi around 160 and by funerary inscriptions.
The ancient city of Philippi was a “foremost city” of the Roman province of Macedonia located approximately 10 miles inland of what is now Kavala, Greece, (called Neapolis in Acts 16:11) the second largest city in northern Greece and the principal seaport of the eastern Macedonia region of Greece. 
 Though its history went back hundreds of years before, in the time of the Emperor Augustus Philippi became a Roman colony, “a military settlement of Roman soldiers and citizens planted there to keep in subjection a newly-conquered district.” 
 It was a “miniature Rome” under Roman municipal law, but governed by military officers who were appointed by Rome. 
 Philippi was located on the Egnatian Way, the primary road across Macedonia. Paul would have traveled the Egnatian Way from Neapolis to Philippi, and later from Philippi to Amphipolis, Apollonia, and Thessalonica. 
 By the time of Paul, the population of Philippi still consisted largely of active or retired Roman military legionaries and Roman citizens, with a mixture of native Macedonians, and a mix of people from all over the Greco-Roman world drawn. (Lydia, Paul’s first convert in Philippi, was from Thyatira in Asia Minor, now Akisar, Turkey.) 
 Philippi did not have a large enough Jewish population (10 men) to have a synagogue, which is why Paul goes to a riverside prayer meeting on his first Sabbath rather than a Jewish synagogue as he customarily did..newlifenc.com/TeachingNotes/Philippians-

PAUL’S DESIRE FOR THE PEOPLE OF PHILIPPI I 62 A.D. WAS

1A	Steadfastness, in changing circumstances. Unity, must remember that he belongs to an army and Energy, zeal for the success of the truth.  (determination, dedication, commitment)
  
2A	Heaven’s laws for the life of its citizens upon earth are connected to the gospel of their King.


Prize the Privilege
Study the Laws
Live the Life








NOW PHILIPPI WAS A MODEL CHURCH IN 62 A.D. The church was a good church:


Nobel 1:1
Genuine 1:5
Courage 1:7
Love was real 1:9
Prayerful 1:19
Generous giving 4
Devoted
Consistent
Doctrinal truths


THE PROBLEMS THAT WERE HAPPENING IN THE   CHURCH WERE:

Disunity		
Discord				
Conflict


WHAT HAPPENS IN AN ESTABLISHED, WELL DISCIPLED, OLDER GROUP OF BELIEVERS IS SPIRITUAL APATHY.   INDIFFERENCE SEEMS TO BE THE PROBLEM:

1B   To the things of the Lord.         	2B   To the spiritual truth.          3B  To spiritual issues.
In every letter that Paul wrote he brought up disunity  (a lack of unity within a group, especially one caused by a disagreement or a difference of opinion.)
THE GOAL: 
Is to see what God has built, and not to be torn down by men because of conflict.
THE GREATEST TASK OF THE LEADERSHIP:
“Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the church, is easily the most pressing, difficult, and constant activity of spiritual oversight. John MacArthur
Even in the church committed to divine truth,  holy living, and doctrinal clarity has this lurking fear.  In every church that I have worked in or have been the pastor this is the number one concern.

“There is a sense in which (disunity) is the danger of every healthy church. It is when people are really in earnest and their beliefs really matter to them that people are apt to get up against each other. The greater their enthusiasm for what they believe, the greater the danger that they may collide.” William Barclay 

Often zeal to accomplish a worthy goal in a church, can, and does often cause discord.
Even in a church where you have doctrinal soundness; are spiritually committed; and active in ministry, discord can and often occurs.
UNITY  2 Fulfill ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.  DISCORD: 3 Let nothing be done through strife, or vainglory. (Excessive pride in or boastfulness about personal abilities or achievements.)


A church body should not be a collection of marbles in a bag, but people drawn together by a common force: Jesus Christ.  

LET US LOOK AT THIS WORD UNITY:(OH CAN THIS BE!)

THE MOTIVATION TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER
Charles e. whisnant, pastor and teacher
Philippians 2:1-5
Rivers of joy Baptist church September 13 2009
THIS WORD UNITY IS NOT IN THE KJV.  The word means: “the state or condition of being one. Harmony of opinion, interest, or feelings.  “Likemindedness.”
In Scripture the idea of unity is more inward then outward.
It is internally compelling, not externally controlled.
It is more heart felt than creedal.
It is more spiritual than verbal.
It is union of heart, minds and souls in the common causes 
It is a union of people attracted to each other because they’re motivated by the same power.
[THE THEME OF THESE PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE TO THE PEOPLE AT PHILIPPI  IN 62 A.D. The letter was written to the church at Philippi, one of the earliest churches to be founded in Europe.
The Doctrine of Christian Unity
The High Standard of Spiritual commitment
The Pattern of Unity in the Believer’s life.
MOTIVES OF UNITY.
Motives answer why:  Why should we seek Unity.
Marks answer what:   What is unity?
Means answer how:     How do we experience unity?

2:1 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,  




If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of 

one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind 

let each esteem other better than themselves. 4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. 5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
‘
IF”.        Since, an assumption that what is being asserted is actually true. Matthew 4:3, 23:30
When the condition is present, the conclusion should also be present.  If the view of the fact, this could occur. When you are “in Christ,” that is the motive for our unity. 

 (1) "If there be (with you) any consolation in Christ," that is, any consolation of which Christ is the source, leading you to wish to console me in my afflictions borne for Christ's sake, ye owe it to me to grant my request "that ye be like-minded" [CHRYSOSTOM and ESTIUS]:
 
(2) "If there be any comfort of (that is, flowing from) love," the adjunct of "consolation in Christ";
 
(3) "If any fellowship of (communion together as Christians, flowing from joint participation in) the Spirit" (2 Corin 13:14). As Pagans meant literally those who were of one village, and drank of one fountain, how much greater is the union which conjoins those who drink of the same Spirit! (1 Corin 12:4,13)
 
(4) "If any bowels (tender emotions) and mercies (compassions)," the adjuncts of "fellowship of the Spirit." The opposites of the two pairs, into which the four fall, are reprobated, Php 2:3:4

“If” or “Because” (the condition is true) The above should be the driving motives that compel. 

FOUR MOTIVES  TO SEEK AND HAVE UNITY IN THE BODY OF CHRIST.

1A	ENCOURAGEMENT IN CHRIST  “CONSOLATION IN CHIRST”
Has Christ encouraged us as 
believers?   We have the benefit of the fellowship in the. body.  “Gentle cheering.
Therefore we can and should encourage others in the body.  John 1335. 

Does the influence of Christ move you to obedience?  Give you an incentive for action?
	
	
A spiritual principle:  Obedience is a personal response to a very personal relationship.

	

2A	COMFORT OF LOVE.  
2 Corin 5 14  The Love of Christ constraineth us, i.e. urges us on with irresistible force. If it is true that you have been encourage by Christ love, then fulfill by joy by loving one another.
Cheering up. It is in the sphere of Christ.  John 13 34 
A spiritual principle:  Loving others is a result of receiving Christ’s love.
3A	THE FELLOWSHIP WITH HAVE WITH THE SPIRIT.

	“Fellowship 2842” refer to partnership, communion, sharing. 1 Corin 6:19.

 The very moment a person receives Christ, as personal savior, a person is placed in Christ, and the Holy Spirit comes to take up residence in his body so that he has a relationship with the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit is the reality of his life. 

If the reality of the indwelling Holy Spirit, give you these things…..then fulfill my joy…..

This is not a fellowship in the human sense. But one of the Spirit. 2 Corin 13 14  

What does the Holy Spirit do? Why does the Holy Spirit take up residence in our lives?
To bring in the greater conformity to Christ. Thus the greater fellowship.

A closer walk with Jesus.
Compliance to the image of Christ.
An effective service for Christ in witness.
In Worship
In edification.



So when believers recognize these truths, cooperate with the Holy Spirit, obeying the Scriptural principles, exercising their spiritual gifts, harmony will occur.



WHAT DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT DO FOR US?



Guarantees our eternal glory in heaven. 
Unceasingly prays for us.
Gives us gifts measure to us
Fills us
Produces fruits in us
Teaches us
Enables us to resist temptation
Gives us the word.
Fills us with holy impulses
Have given us everything pertaining to life 
FIND THE SCRIPTURE TO EACH.




4A	IF ANY AFFECTION, MERCIES, COMPASSION.
	Romans 12:1, II Corinthians 1:3 and James 5:11.
	“BOWELS”<4698>  Seat of emotions.  The capacity or ability to love.
 “{Because} you have the capacity to love the brethren {since} its possible to manifest this love, by responsiding to a man’s need, then fulfill my joy.”

“MERCIES” 3628} “AFFECTION”.  The Holy Spirit has a deeply felt longing for us.

Our God, our Savior, our Jesus Christ, isn’t cold, hard, indifferent deity who functions like a machine.  

Ours is a living relationship with a Savior who encourages, exhorts and ministers to us.

We as believers share the life of the Holy Spirit in our spirit.  He gives us:

Life.
Salvation.
Power.
Fruits.
Gifts.
Resources.


Shouldn’t we all have the same mind? To cause disunity is doing a disloyalty to a loving Christ and Spirit who long for unity.

                                                               

Paul’s approach to unity in the church?  He doesn’t threat to encouage unity. He bases his request based on the goodness of God.  The bond relationship with our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  And our loving Holy Spirit that dwells in us.
HOW DOES A CHURCH ATTAIN UNITY OF ATTITUDE

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:”
Philippians 2:5

A BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF THINKING – Jesus Christ.
HOW DOES A CHURCH ATTAIN UNITY OF ATTITUDE?
1A	THINK ABOUT THE SAME THING
2A	EXERCISE SOUND DIVINE JUDGMENT
3A	THINK LIKE CHRIST
4A	LET SCRIPTURE DWELL RICHLY WITHIN YOU
5A	BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT
5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 

So, how is it that we can change our thoughts? Brain researchers have proven scientifically that it is possible to change our way of thinking.

Dr. Einstein once said, “Common sense is actually nothing more than a deposit of prejudices laid down in the mind prior to the age of eighteen, every new idea one encounters in later years must combat this accretion of self evident concepts.”  If there is any veracity to this statement, then we are in desperate need of some uncommon sense, or should I say spiritual sense.

Worldview, Mindset, Imitate, Biblical View
Notes for Verse 5
Verse 5. The oldest manuscripts read, "Have this mind in you," &c. He does not put forward himself (see on Php 2:4; & 1:24) as an example, but Christ, THE ONE pre-eminently who sought not His own, but "humbled Himself" ( Phil. 2:8), first in taking on Him our nature; secondly, in humbling Himself further in that nature (Romans 15:3).

Romans 8:4-6 4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 
“Mind”  Means to have understanding, to feel, or think, to direct the mind, to seek or strive for.
It could be said that the mind is the way the spirit of man uses the brain
Mind) refers to the aspects of intellect and consciousness manifested as combinations of thought, perception, memory, emotion, will and imagination, including all of the brain's conscious and unconscious cognitive processes. "Mind" is often used to refer especially to the thought processes of reason. Subjectively, mind manifests itself as a stream of consciousness.  Wikipedia

It’s {mind} closely related to the basic attitude or stance in the heart. Rom 10:10, Proverbs 4:23, 23:7; Philippians 4:7’ 1 Peter 3:4 or the spirit of man I Corinthians 2:11, Hebrews 4:12.
A renewed spirit will result in a renewed mind as we walk after the Spirit. A righteous mind demands to fulfill the righteous requirement  “Walk in the spirit of Christ.” Which means: To set one’s mind or heart upon something. It speaks of the whole action of the affections and will as well as of the reason.
A church needs to think spiritual thoughts.   We need to get beyond the level of our own humanist list and enter into the thinking of the spirit.
Where does the conflict come:  The conflict is between the flesh and the spirit, not the spirit and the spirit.  When two people have the mind of the spirit there is little conflict. 


	


PHILIPPIANS 2:3-4  STUDY BY CHARLES E. WHISNANT, OCTOBER 11, 2009
The Biblical Principle for getting along in the church.  Keeping the Body of Christ in one piece. No disunity in the Body of Believers.  Let me say, this church body gets it, they get along with each other well in 2009. Thanks for the attitude and work each of you put forth for the cause of Christ.
Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, (2) fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. (3) Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. (4) Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. (5) Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,
Generally we are only happy when things go our way.  We have not, it seems, learned genuinely how to get along with others very well.
But we can get help from Philippians 2:3-4.  Here are a few:
“There must be no room for rivalry and personal vanity among you. But you must humbly reckon others better than yourself, look to each other’s interest and not merely to your own.”NEB
“Your disposition must not be characterized by selfishness or vain conceit; you must rather in humility regard one another as more excellent than yourselves and each of you must look out not for your own interests only, but also for those of others. (Moises Silva)
HERE IS THE OUTLINE: THE MEANS: HOW DO WE WORK OUT UNITY

DON’T BE SELFISH
DON’T BE SELF-IMPORTANT
CONSIDER OTHERS AS MORE IMPORTANT THAN YOURSELF
DON’T GIVE THE IMPRESSION OF BEING OUT FOR ONLY YOUR OWN   INTERESTS
BE CONCERNED ABOUT OTHERS’ INTERESTS

Notes for Verse 3
Verse 3. Let nothing be done -- The italicized words are not in the Greek. Perhaps the ellipsis had better be supplied from the Greek (Php 2:2), "Thinking nothing in the way of strife" (or rather, "factious intrigue," "self-seeking," see on Php 1:16). It is the thought which characterizes the action as good or bad before God.
 
lowliness of mind -- The direct relation of this grace is to God alone; it is the sense of dependence of the creature on the Creator as such, and it places all created beings in this respect on a level. The man "lowly of mind" as to his spiritual life is independent of men, and free from all slavish feeling, while sensible of his continual dependence on God. Still it INDIRECTLY affects his behavior toward his fellow men; for, conscious of his entire dependence on God for all his abilities, even as they are dependent on God for theirs, he will not pride himself on his abilities, or exalt self in his conduct toward others (Eph 4:2 Col 3:12) [NEANDER].
 
let each esteem -- Translate as Greek, "esteeming each other superior to yourselves." Instead of fixing your eyes on those points in which you excel, fix them on those in which your neighbor excels you: this is true "humility."
Notes for Verse 4
Verse 4. The oldest manuscripts read, "Not looking each of you (plural, Greek) on his own things (that is, not having regard solely to them), but each of you on the things of others" also. Compare Php 2:21; also Paul's own example (Php 1:24).

“Let nothing” seek to slow up the marks of spiritual oneness.
	Not strife, empty glory, self glory, self ambition, spirit of jealousy. Selfishness, 

Christian fruit (vs 1) which requires the channel of a Christian/Biblical Mind (2-4) must find its root in the “mind of Christ.” (5).

{Let} NOTHING {be done} Greek reads: Nothing according to contention or and not according to vain glory. [The Complete Biblical Library of Springfield, Missouri}

THROUGH STRIFE: The word denotes the attitude of those who worked for wages and particularly it denoted a self-seeking pursuit of political office by unfair means. Then the word came to be used of “party squabbles” of the jockeying for position and the intriguing for place and power. Then later the word meant “selfish ambition,” the ambition which has no conception of service and whose only aims are profit and power. (BAG; TDNT, Linguistic Key to the Greek New Testament)
	
OR VAINGLORY:   And another word would be EGOTISM. Eager to advance yourself. “Driven by personal desire which is always destructive and disruptive.  So you can’t be a politician, huh.



SO HOW DO WE GAIN THE RIGHT ATTITUDE? 

First:  assassinate the all consuming egotism of self advancement. Its called PRIDEThat pride that is rooted deep in the heart of man’s flesh that wants to push our own way, our own direction, our own agenda. That will kill a church fast.

SECOND:  “DON’T BE CONCEITED” VAINGLORY empty praise.  Personal vanity. Gal. 5:26.
The idea that leads one to error, he began to believe the empty praise and the forms a self delusion of himself.  An unfounded reputation. Colin Brown vol. 2



He has the opinion of himself which is a wrong one. He then seeks a diluted self-glory of himself. And fights to prove himself supreme. Ouch.
I could give a few illustrations on this point.  The fight to prove his self glory is right.
 LIMIT THE IDEA OF PROMOTING ONESSELF. (in vainglory or an egotistic way)

THIRD: REGARD OTHERS AS MORE IMPORTANT THAN YOURSELF.

But in lowliness of mind    vs. 3. Humility.    Personal shortage of self-glory, but powerful sufficiency of God LKGNT & TDNT

Greeks never had a word for HUMILITY. The N.T. writers had to coin a word for this Christian grace of humility.  
I hear a lot of false humility. Giving the idea that they are humble, but in reality are not.

Paul defines humility:  ‘ESTEEMING ONE ANOTHER BETTER THAN YOURSELF.”
Regard the others as his superiors.  You don’t put down yourself, but refers to being concerned about the needs of others before the needs of self.
ESTEEM     	CONSIDER  ONE ANOTHER:  The word implies a conscious sure judgment resting on a careful weighing of facts. Vincent 

HOW CAN WE REGARD OTHERS MORE EXCELLENT THAN OURSELF? Easy. We know our heart better than anyone else. You know the sin about your own heart better than anyone else.

THE SUPERLATIVE ‘COAT OF ARMS” OF DISCIPLESHIP
PASTOR/TEACHER CHARLES E. WHISNANT – OCTOBER 18, 2009
Philippians 2:4-11

FOURTH, DON’T LOOK OUT ONLY FOR YOUR OWN INTERESTS: VS. 4
Notes for Verse 4
The oldest manuscripts read, "Not looking each of you (plural, Greek) on his own things (that is, not having regard solely to them), but each of you on the things of others" also—

Here the warning against selfishness.  We live in a culture that, that’s all anybody cares about. Their own personal interest.

 “LOOK OUT FOR” vs 4
While you need to be responsible for your own personal life: we need to regard the goal and purposes of others.  We need to look to help others who have a ministry in the church.

‘THE THINGS.” Vs 4  
General term for interests in others.
As you are attending to matters of your own heart, responsibilities, help others where you can in their interests, enterprises, needs, tasks, goals, gifts, spiritual character, ministries, qualities, strengths, .  
THAT IS A HIGH STANDARD
THE SUPERLATIVE ‘COAT OF ARMS’ OF DISCIPLESHIP

 

Do Away with selfishness – i.e.  that personal ambition that ties you into your piece of turf.
Do away with empty conceit – i.e. that driven passion that gets your name exalted and person lift up.
Look to others as superior to yourself  - which will limit the problem of overestimating your own services and excellencies.
Do away with  looking out for your self only – the trap where you are consumed with your own personal interest.

FIFTH: HOW DO WE DO THIS?  WHO IS OUR EXAMPLE?   JESUS IS OUR MODEL.


Philippians 2:5-11 tell us

5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, be ing in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 

9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

HERE IS AN INVITATION TO IMITATE CHRIST BECAUSE THIS IS THE RULE OF LIFE.

Now Paul is going to give us the source of the strength needed to live up to these directives. He points to the example of Christ, who with a view to saving others renounced Himself and thus attained the glory.

FIRST:  Paul invites us to imitate Christ.
SECOND:  Paul allures us to it because this is the road by which we attain true glory.

FOOTNOTE:  SATAN VERSUS CHRIST’S ATTITUDE
Isaiah 14:13-14 gives the opposite view point of Christ in the person of Satan.


Now what does Philippians 2:5-11 speak?

The Divinity of Christ.
His pre-existence.
His equality with God the Father.
His incarnation and true humanity.
His voluntary death on the cross.
The certainty of his ultimate triumph over evil.
The permanence of his ultimate reign. 

30 years after Jesus’ death, this Jesus became the faith and bedrock of the early Christian faith and preaching. From the beginning Christ has been the foundation of the Christian faith.
Vs 5 thru 11 GIVE US THE PRACTICE OF CHRISTIANITY’S DUTY.
You cannot separate Christian doctrine from practical Christian living.  
Jesus Christ is our theology. Christ is our example.

The question is: How does vs 5-11 fit in to Paul’s purpose of writing Philippians?  How do these verses contribute to achieving the apostles’ purposes?

What is the call of Paul to the Philippians?
A conduct worthy of a believer
Spiritual oneness.
The discipline of unity.
Steadfastness: Stand firm in the Lord.
1:27, steadfastness in duty, in responsibility, and in purity.
In Unity: be a team player in the body of Christ
THE BELIEVER IS TO: 2:1-2
Think about spiritual things.
Exercise sound judgment.
Think like Christ.
Let Scripture dwell richly within you.
Be filled with the Spirit.

BE OF THE SAME MIND
MAINTAIN THE SAME LOVE.
BE UNITED IN SPIRIT.
BE OF ONE PURPOSE.

AND HOW ARE WE GOING TO DO THIS?   IN THE ATTITUDE OF HUMILITY: AND CHRIST IS OUR EXAMPLE.
Notes for Verse 5
Phil. 2:5. The oldest manuscripts read, "Have this mind in you," &c. He does not put forth himself   as an example, but Christ, THE ONE pre-eminently who sought not His own, but "humbled Himself, first in taking on Him our nature, secondly, in humbling Himself further in that nature (Rom 15:3).

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  “Adopt (then) this frame of mind in your community.” i.e. the principles in Philippians 2:3-4, which is illustrated in 5-11.  The exhortation in verses 3 and 4 are illustrated in vs 5
Christ is the perfect example of humility:

I John 2:6
1 Corin 11;1
I Thess. 1:6
Romans 15:2
Matthew 11:29
John 13: 1

THE PRACTICAL ILLUSTRATION OF PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN LIVING

This outline will appear http://ccwhisnant.livejournal.com/ and also http://cwhisna1947.spaces.live.com/
And also this message will be on VIDEO online.  
You are responsible for the content of these verses.  Discipleship is when you intake the Word of God.



Philippians 2:7
October 25, 2009
Pastor/Teacher Charles E. Whisnant
Charles E. Whisnant, Pastor/Teacher, of Rivers of Joy Baptist Church


Jesus Christ became like us in order that we might become like Him.

It was God’s way of coming to man that man might be redeemed from the penalty of sin and then be transformed from within into the image of His Son.  2 Corinthians 8:9.



Paul gives us in Philippians 2:5-11 the practice of Christian Duty.  
Jesus Is Lord   5-11
Christian humility is demonstrated by Jesus in 5-11 (vs 7)

Paul is telling us that Jesus Christ is our example to follow as Believers.  Jesus as man gives us the proper attitude for spiritual unity and humility.    We are to adopt Jesus Christ’s frame of mind.   Christ is our pattern of Christian living.


WHEN GOD BECAME JESUS WHAT HAPPENED?

1A	WHAT DID HE GIVE UP?
	1B	Heavenly Glory.  John 17:4-5
	2B	Independent Authority:  Hebrews 5:8, Matthew 26:39, John 5:30.
	3B	Subjected Himself to human limitations.  Matthew 4:2, Hebrews 4:15.
	4B	He surrendered the independent use of His comparative attributes. John 5:19
	5B	He took upon Himself the guilt of mankind: John 1:29, 2 Corin. 5:21
	6B	He gave up His riches:  2 Corinthians 8:9, Matthew 20:28, Mark 10:45, John 10:11
	7B	His favorable relation to God.  

2A	HOW FAR DOES HUMILITY GO?	
Humility is knowing our rights and privileges but giving them up for the needs of another.	
	Vs. 7	“He took the form of a bond-servant.”
		i.e. He emptied Himself of the display of His deity from personal gain.
		He took on the likeness of men, and took on the figure of a man.
		He took on the character “form” of a slave. 

3A	AS MAN WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?
		He was not play-acting. On the contrary, in His inner nature He became a servant.
He did not exchange the form of God for the form of a servant, but He retained the form of God while He took on the form of a servant.
It is exactly that which makes our salvation possible and achieves it.

He  had the right to be served, yet he served. Luke 22:27
He fully submitted to the Father’s will and the needs of men.  Isaiah 52:13-14. John 13:12-15
God asked Jesus to carry the burden of sin.  Isaiah 53:12.

Vs. 7  “FOUND IN THE FASHION OF A MAN
“His mode of manifestation resembled what men are.
He accepted the condition involved in a truly human being with all its liabilities to trials and sufferings.
He took on two  natures. John 1:1,14, Galatians 4:4, I Timothy 3:16.
He had all the attributes of humanness.  Isaiah 53:2,
He was really like men. Romans 1:3-4. 
He was made man in the line of His earthly ancestor David. Galatians 4:4.
He was burdened with the results of sin. Romans 8:3 says…. “God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh.” 
He was tempted as we are, but yet without sin.Hebrews 4:15 says…”Tempted as we are, yet without sin.”
He felt pain, sorrow, hunger, thirst. He wept and He died.

THE ETERNAL SON OF GOD BECAME A MAN
HE HAD A HUMAN NATURE, BUT HE ALSO HAD A GOD NATURE.

God went all the way down to walk in our skin as it were.

“Likeness.” i.e. He identified with men’s sinful condition.

When Jesus came into the flesh of men, how did men find Him to be?
He  came into the world by natural process. Luke 2:7
He was wrapped in swaddling clothes. Luke 2:7
He grew up as they had. Luke 1:80
He had brothers and sisters. Matthew 13:56
He learned a trade. Mark 6:3
He was at times hungry, thirsty, and He slept.  Matthew 4:2
He was grieved and got angry. Mark 3:5
He rejoiced,  and He liked to go to weddings. John 2:1-2
He was destined to die.

WHEN MEN SAW JESUS THEY REALLY BELIEVED HE WAS JUST LIKE THEM. TO THE EXTENT THAT MOST DID NOT KNOW WHO HE REALLY WAS.
THEY WERE RIGHT TO RECOGNIZE HIS HUMILITY. THEY WERE WRONG TO REJECT HIS SINLESS HUMILITY AND HIS DEITY.
CHRISTOLOGY 
IN PHILIPPIANS 2:6-11
	Christ's Preexistence
Christ's Humiliation
Christ's Exaltation 
	Philippians 2:6
Philippians 2:7-8
Philippians 2:9-11 




><> ><> ><>
ONE GIANT LEAP FOR GOD - On July 20, 1969, Apollo 11 astronauts landed on the moon. It was an unprecedented human achievement. Millions remember the words of Neil Armstrong: "That's one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind." President Nixon declared, "All humanity is one in their pride."

Two thousand years earlier, the Creator of the moon made a giant leap of a vastly different kind. He descended from heaven to earth (Philippians 2:5, 6, 7, 8). God the Son, the eternal Word (John 1:1,14), stepped down from heaven to become fully human, while remaining fully God. It was an amazing "leap," which showed us God's heart of love. He became one of us so that He could die on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins. By trusting Him as our Savior, we are forgiven. We also received His Spirit, who enables us to overcome selfish ambition and conceit, and to care for others (Philippians 2:3, 4).

A leap into space may unite mankind in the pride of achievement, but it pales in comparison with what God accomplished when Jesus came from heaven to earth. He now unites all who trust Him, producing in them a growing humility and love that replaces selfishness and pride. Going to the moon is nothing compared to that. — Dennis J. De Haan (Our Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)
Jesus our Savior left heaven above,
Came down to earth with a message of love;
Took on Himself all our sin and our shame,
Now life eternal is ours through His Name. —Hess

Christ was born here below that we might be born from above.
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JESUS CHRIST HUMBLED HIMSELF TO THE WILL OF THE FATHER
Philippians 2:8
Charles E. Whisnant, November 01, 2009

Philippians 2:8  
8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross 


Being found 2147>means learn location of something, either by intentional searching or by expected discovery.

Fashion as a man:4976>   Refers purely outwardly and appeals to the senses. Appearance.  The contrast here is between what He was in Himself, God, and what He appeared in the eyes of man.  He resembled man. 

On earth his appearance defines the outward mode and expression.  While on earth, He did not give expression to the glory of His deity except on the Mount of Transfiguration.  He appeared as the man Christ Jesus to the world around Him.  He was in His humiliation. 

He humbled 5013 Himself. Acts 8:33, Hebrews 5:5,6,7; 12:2.  Proverbs 15:33.
 
Whereas the Greeks saw humility as shameful, the NT sees humility as a condition bringing man to right relation to God. 

His was a voluntary humiliation on the part of Christ. He humbled Himself.  “I am meek and He became obedient, not to death, but obedient to the Father up to the point of death, even the death of the Cross.

This example of the self-emptied life, a challenge to us as servants of the One who came not to be ministered unto but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many. M 10:45

By become (1096)  obedient:  5255(John 4:34, 15:10’ Hebrews 10:7,8.9)

Paul is telling the Philippians that if they think they cannot humble themselves to the will of one another, they need to think over the obedience of the Lord of glory who was willing to give up His rights as their example of perfect selflessness.
Jesus experienced obedience to the will of the Father.
Jesus heard and apprehended with the mind, giving ear to, attentively listening
Jesus was being submissive to the will of another, in compliance with the demands or requests of one in authority.  As to the will of God Acts 7:39, John 8:29.
Psalms 40:6,7,8.  Isaiah 50:5-6, Matthew 26:39,42.  John 4:34 and Hebrews 5:8,9.

unto death, 2288    even the death of the cross  4716    Psa. 22:16, John 10:18, Gal 3 :13

death:  physically the separation of soul from the body.  

Cross:  Was a well-known instrument of most cruel judgment and ignominious punishment. The guiltiest criminals were put on the cross. 

Further the death of the cross    used figurative supernatural significance as the source of the doctrine concerning the saving power of the death of the cross endured by Christ 1 Corin. 1:128 where “being saved” = present tense.
Mt 10:38, 16:24, Mark 8:34, 10:21. 

Crucifixion on the Cross was the most despised death of all and was reserved for condemned criminals.

Christ submitted Himself in obedience to the will of His Master in death, a death by crucifixion in order to provide salvation for sinful men.

Believers have a new source of inner motivation to give us the ‘want to’ that would even be willing to consider daily death to self.

Dying to self and living unto God is the very essence of a truly happy and fulfilling life in this world and that to come.  




PHILIPPIANS 2:9
Pastor/Teacher Charles E. Whisnant, November 15 ,2009
-----------
9 wherefore 1352 god also hath highly exalted5483 him aom given him a name 3688 which is above every name: 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth. 

For this reason also, God highly exalted him, and bestowed on him the name which is above every name. nasb
But as was His humility, so also was His exaltation. God raised Him to a preeminent height, and gave Him a title and a dignity far above all dignities and titles else. Lightfoot
Therefore (because He stooped so low) God has highly exalted Him and has freely bestowed on Him the name that is above every name. Amplified
WHEREFORE (Therefore) (For this reason)
Because of the Son’s voluntary act of humility (as we saw in Philippians 2:6-8). Psa. 45:6-7; Psalms 72:17-19; Isaiah 52:13.
PRACTICAL APPLICATION PAUL IS GIVING TO THE BELIEVERS OF ALL AGES:
Herein is the divine paradox.  The way up is down. A cross precedes a crown. The road to exaltation by the Father is paved by humble service to others for the Father’s glory. James 4:10 First Peter 5:6
HIGHLY EXALTED HIM: 
“To give exceptional honor”  Psalms 89:27 
SO WHAT DID CHRIST TAKE BACK TO HEAVEN THAT HE DID NOT BRING?
A.T. Robertson says:  “Clearly His humanity.  He returned to heaven the Son of Man as well as the Son of God.”  He was always the Son of God, but He was not a human until His incarnation.
SO WHAT DOES ROBERTSON’S OBSERVATION MEAN?
That Jesus Christ still bears the scars of His crucifixion in His hands, side and feet.Those scars will eternally testify to the New Covenant. Which those once genuinely saved, always saved, for once a sinner has entered covenant with Jesus, He will never break that covenant. Amen and amen.
AND BESTOWED (GIVEN) freely give  PHILIPPIANS 2:9
Psalms 89:27, Ephesians 1:20-23; Colossians 1:18, Hebrews 1:4, I Peter 3:22
From charis = grace, unmerited favor.  To give, and to do so freely and liberally. A favor unconditionally. 
Paul uses the same Greek, word “charizomai” in Philippians 1:29. = “to you it has been granted” i.e. a gift of grace, for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake.
GIVEN: 
Is the translation of the Greek word used when God in grace freely gives salvation to the believing sinner. Romans 8:32
It was an act of grace on the part of God the Father toward the incarnate Son who had voluntarily assumed a subordinate position so as to function as the Sin-bearer on the Cross. Wuest       
Name 3686  THE NAME
A name: in verse 9 and “the name” in verse 10. 
“the” definite article  by which one is known. 
In the NT times, the name concisely (in a few words) sums up that a person is. That is, One’s whole character was somehow implied in the name. 
Here Jesus speaks not only of the total Person of Christ but also speaks to His title which supersedes forever the title ever given to anyone.
Which is above every name:
The name given was not “a name, but “the Name.”
The context here dwells upon the honor and worship bestowed on Him upon whom this name was granted.
A Man, the Man Christ Jesus.
John 17:5 It is the glory of Deity. It is the ideal and beautiful mixture of the exaltation of Deity and the humility of Deity seen in incarnate Deity.
WHAT IS IN A NAME:
All the grace of God, all the wonder of redemption, all that we believe, and all we hope for. 
We say it, we sing it, and adoration fills our souls.
We anticipate the indescribable glory of that day when every knee will bow and every tongue, by glad choice or by divine constraint, will praise that highest and holiest of all name – JESUS.SO TODAY MY PRAYER IS THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL CONVICT YOUR HEART OF YOUR NEED OF SALVATION AND THE NEED OF THE SAVIOR WHOSE NAME IS JESUS.

Philippians  1:9
Charles E. Whisnant
Rivers of Joy Baptist Church, November 22, 2009
What was the name that is above every name?  Hebrews 1:4 says it’s a name more excellent than the angels have. It’s a name that goes beyond merely distinguishing one person from another.
This name will describe Christ’s nature. One that would set Christ above and beyond comparison.
CHANGE OF NAMES IN SCRIPTURE:
1B	Abram to Abraham	2B	Jacob to Israel		3B	Simon to Peter
4B	Christians will have a new name:
Charles: I had thought the name was Jesus, but that is not a new name, He had that name at birth.
Note verse 11  “Every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is LORD.
LET US LOOK AT THAT WORD “LORD”.
1B	In the O.T. the word was YAHWEH.  Word for God.
2B	It’s a name that implies rulership based on power and authority.
3B	Thomas said in John 20:28: “My Lord, and my God.”
4B	The name “JESUS” is the name of His incarnation.  
5B	Isaiah 45:21-23  says Romans 1:10-11.
6B	Names of Jesus:
	1C	Messiah: the anointed One.		2C	Son of Man:  Daniel 7:13-14.
	3C	Son of God.  His divinity.  I John 4:15.
	4C	Prophet, Priest, King, the Alpha and Omega, the Door, the Beloved.
7B	At the name of LORD every knee will bow.
8B	LISTEN CAREFULLY:  
9B	We cannot know Christ in any other way than as LORD.
	1B	We cannot make Jesus Lord, for God has already done that.
	2B	If you receive Christ, as Savior, you must take Him as LORD.
10B	VERSES OF HIS NEW NAME:
	Luke 2:11	John 13:13	Acts 2:36	Acts 10:36	Romans 10:9-13		Romans 14:11	I Corin 8:6	I Corin 12:3	I Corin 15:57	2 Corin 4:5	Revelation 17:14		Rev. 19:11
11B	He is referred to as LORD 92 times in Acts, twice as Savior.
12B	Salvation comes to the person who takes Jesus as Savior and as LORD. 
13B	Acts 2:21.	Acts 16:31
14B	Greek word for LORD  2962 is kurios , 748 times.
1C	he to whom a person or thing belongs, about which he has power of deciding; master, lord, the possessor and disposer of a thing the owner; one who has control of the person, the master in the state: the sovereign, prince, chief, the Roman emperor. Is a title of honour expressive of respect and reverence, with which servants greet their master. This title is given to: God, the Messiah 
15B	Hebrew word for Lord:
1C	Jewish practice of substituting the spoken Hebrew word 'Adonai' (translated as 'Lord') for YHWH when read aloud.
	2C	“Master, Lord, LORD”  Adonai is the plural of Adon. Exodus 34:23, Deut. 10:17
	3B	No Jew would pronounce the word “Jehovah” Instead he would say “Adonai.
4B	Adonai Yahweh
When used individually, both terms are translated as “Lord,” but to avoid the awkward appellation “Lord Lord,” the KJV and NRSV render the expression as “Lord God.” (Here too, small capital letters are used to indicate that the base word is Yahweh.) “Lord Yahweh” is also used. The combination Adonai Yahweh appears 310 times in the Bible, mostly in the prophetic literature, where the prophets often begin their speeches by saying, “Thus says Adonai Yahweh.”
16A	CAN YOU SAY YOU KNOW JESUS AS GOD? IS HE YOUR LORD?

PHILIPPIANS 2:10-11
Charles E. Whisnant, Pastor/Teacher  December 06, 2009

SO THAT AT THE NAME OF JESUS EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW: hina en to onomati Iesou pan gonu kampsei (3SAAS): (Ge 41:43; Isa 45:23-25; Mt 27:29; 28:18; Ro 11:4; 14:10,11; Eph 3:14; Heb 1:6; Rev 4:10; 5:13,14)
AND THAT EVERY TONGUE SHOULD CONFESS: kai pasa glossa exomologesetai (3SAMS): (Ps 18:49; Mt 10:32; Jn 9:22; 12:42; Ro 10:9; 15:9; 1John 4:2,15; 2John 1:7; Rev 3:5
THAT JESUS CHRIST IS LORD TO THE GLORY OF GOD THE FATHER: hoti kurio Iesous Christos eis doxan Theou patros: (Ps 110:1; Jer 23:6; Lk 2:11; Jn 13:13; 20:28; Acts 2:36; 10:36; Ro 10:9, 10, 11, 12; 14:9,11; 1Co 8:6; 12:3; 15:47) (Jn 5:23; 13:31,32; 14:13,23; 16:14,15; 17:1; 1Pet 1:2
“Perhaps nothing indicates the weakness of man as much as his careless ignoring of the reality of God.”
LIKE THE SUN, THE SUN IS NOT A RESULT OF HUMAN INVENTION. THE SUN SHINES, YOU MUST LET IT IN.   The sun is a creation of God. 

We have seen Jesus Christ in his HUMILIATION. He was willing to take the steps down to humility, which was the CROSS, thus God was willing to exalt Him to EXALTATION which was the RESURRECTION, ASCENTION.  Christ’s humiliation on the cross.  Christ’s exaltation as LORD.

THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL!  is preaching Jesus Christ died on the cross and he arose in his resurrection body and He is LORD.
So how are we to respond to Christ’s exaltation? Philippians 2:10-11.  AS LORD.
That:  as a result of his New Name LORD, every knee should bow..  Jesus is the object of our worship, as Lord of our lives.
Every tongue shall:  Every living order of intelligent being will confess Jesus as LORD.
Isaiah 45:21-27
We know Him as LORD, we know Him as JESUS, we must know Him as both in order to be known at all.
OF THOSE WHO ARE IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH AND UNDER THE EARTH: epouranion kai epigeion kai katachthonion: (Mt 12:40; Jn 5:28,29; Eph 4:9; Rev 20:13)
THREE GROUPS OF WORSHIPPERS:
Those in Heaven.  Rev. 4:2-9 , Rev. 7:9-12, 14:6-7
Those on Earth:   I Corinthians 15:40, \\
The Obedient Romans 10:9
The Disobedient: I Thess 1:7-9, Matthew 25:31-40,  31-46
Those under the earth:  Angels and those in Hell.
WHAT IS TO BE ACKNOWLEDGED?
Vs 11  EVERY TONGUE SHALL CONFESS:  THAT JESUS IS LORD
To acknowledge or agree.  Out loud you say what He really is.  They will all agree that HE IS LORD.
EVERY TONGUE:  language. All people.   (1 Chronicles 16:32-33 Psalms 148:3-10)
Pentecost writes that...
Here is an amazing revelation that, because of the exaltation of Jesus Christ, even the fallen, unredeemed angels, and unredeemed, sinful men, who are under eternal condemnation, will have to bow before the display of the majesty of the Son of God and acknowledge that the One they despised and rejected is in truth the exalted Son of God. While in their state of separation and condemnation they cannot believe to the salvation of their souls, throughout the unending ages of eternity, even hell itself will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord and acknowledge that the despised and rejected One whom they delighted to put to the cross was in truth the absolute Sovereign of the universe. And God will not leave one single created intelligent being who does not admit to the superior worth of Jesus Christ. Things in heaven, things in earth, and things under the earth will bow the knee in reverence and respect and awe at the majesty of the exalted person of Jesus Christ
To the glory of the father:  is the purpose. 
	Isaiah 45:5,  John 5:23,  Matthew 17:5
We are not called to worship God through Jesus, we are called to worship Jesus as GOD
Romans 9:5		I Corinthians 115:28		John 123:31-32

Do you see Jesus Christ as the LORD of your LIFE?

GOD IS DOING A WORK OF SANCTIFACTION IN YOUR LIFE
Philippians 2:12-18 (12)
Charles E. Whisnant, Pastor/Teacher
December 20, 2009 Sunday Bible Fellowship

SO THEN MY BELOVED JUST AS YOU HAVE ALWAYS OBEYED NOT IN MY PRESENCE ONLY BUT NOW MUCH MORE IN MY ABSENCE: (Phil 4:1;1 Corin. 4:14;1Peter 2:11) ( Phil 1:5,Phil 1:27-29) 
THE CHRISTIAN’S RESPONSIBILITY is TO HAVE A CHRIST-LIKE OBEDIENT ATTITUDE AND BEHAVIOR.
The powerful exhortation & encouragement to lead a obedient lives.  Philippians 2:12-13.
The THEME:  OBEDIENCE.  
Therefore we need to bring about or work to bring about our obedience to Christ.
Martin Lloyd-Jones said of verse 12.
A sanctified sense of excited anticipation:  For Christian people to be able to exercise their mind of Scripture, should be thrilling.  Doesn’t the challenge of looking into a text of scripture just as this verse give you a thrill?  Well, for the most part the Christian church has lost the taste for these things.  IT SEEMS MANY CHURCHES HAVE LOST A TASTE FOR THE THINGS OF GOD.
FOOTNOTE ABOUT CHARLES E. WHISNANT, ATTEMPT AT TEACHING THE WORD.
We want to give a clear and honest exposition (description) and to give our analysis of the text in its context.  To make a practical appeal of the text into our lives is hard without putting it in terms of doctrine. We do not make an appeal to the world to live a Christian life before one has become a Christian. Again we do not put Christians under the Law, but to make an appeal to be obedient.
The Style of the New Testament Writers
The New Testament first will lay down its doctrine (teachings), “If you believe the teaching of Christ, cannot you see that this is to be expected?
Doctrine is laid down, and then the transition is made. From doctrine to application of the teaching.
Here is the question I need to ask:
Do you have trouble living the Christian life?  Why?  
Is there anything that so thoroughly tests our whole profession of the Christian faith as our REACTION to it teaching, when it calls upon us to live a certain kind of life?
So how is living out the Christian life supposed to work?  
Is nothing required? No self-discipline, no self-effort.  Just let God do it.
Or a lot of self-effort, stress good works, lots of spiritual exercises.
HERE IS THE BALANCE:  Philippians 2:12
God’s initiative and man’s response.  Divine sovereignty & human responsibility. Human activity and divine grace.
I Kings 8:54-61, 2 Peter 1:3-5.
Paul is speaking to those who have already received salvation.
Here is the process in this matter before us.   Salvation in three parts:
Justification:  You are justified before God, through the Christ.
Sanctification: You are to continue to be formed into the image of Christ.
Glorification: You will finally be perfect in Heaven.
SALVATION: IN Philippians 2:12
Includes the entire process. Including the manifestation of righteousness in our lives and our activity integrated in to the process.
There is an outworking of one’s personal salvation.
SO HOW DO WE BRING ABOUT THE PROCESS OF SALVATION IN OUR LIVES?

PHILIPPIANS 2:12 & 13
CHARLES E. WHISNANT, PASTOR/TEACHER
January 03 2010

O THEN MY BELOVED JUST AS YOU HAVE ALWAYS OBEYED NOT IN MY PRESENCE ONLY BUT NOW MUCH MORE IN MY ABSENCE (Phil 4:1, 1Corin 4:14, 1Peter 2:11)
WORK OUT YOUR SALVATION: ten heauton soterian katergazesthe (2PPMM):
Phil 3:13-14, Prov 10:16; 13:4; Matt 11:12,29; Luke 13:23-24; John 6:27-29; Rom 2:7; 1 Corin 9:24-27; 15:58; Gal 6:7-9; 1Thess 1:3, Heb 4:11;6:10-11; 12:1; 2 Peter 1:5-10; 2 Peter 3:18
WHAT DOES IT MEAN “WORK OUT YOUR SALVATION?”
First:   this “working out” does not have the idea of “self-help” salvation. While we know God wants   100% righteousness, and we think we might have only 64%, some believe they need to work for the rest.  T or F.
Second:   We are not to be working toward or working at our salvation.  T or F
Third:	If God has not already worked in salvation, you can’t work it out in your life. T or F
Fourth:  The moment you are born again, you are not much different than the moment before you believed. T or F
Fifth:	All your problems of life were solved at the moment of your salvation. T or F
Sixth:  After you believed you had much of the same problems, misconceptions, attitudes, sins and even doubts moments before you believed.  T or F
Seventh:  What happens (should) following salvation you see for the first time there are things you need to change. T or F
Eighth:   In salvation you learn you have a new nature, the Holy Spirit, a new heart-felt attitude and you begin to see as you respond to the work of the Holy Spirit that salvation has already begun to work in your life.  T or F
Ninth:	  That which has already been planted in you (salvation) you see that you have much to express in action and in your conduct.   T  or F.
Tenth:	  A parallel between  Phil 2:12-13 would be Deuteronomy 32:4-5   T   F     
	Moses reminds them of their past deliverance and future obligations.
Moses’ argument is they are to possess the land and to live there as God’s obedient children.
THE MEANS WHEREBY WE WORK OUT THIS SALVATION?
Get in there with God.
Vs. 12 gives the idea Paul was a Pietist.      Vs 13 gives the idea Paul was a Quietist.
	Eleventh:  It is all you and all God in the process of salvation.  T or F
	Twelfth:    It’s our desire, our words, our heart, our mind, our thoughts. T or F
	Thirteenth:  Salvation demands turning from sin and to take Jesus as Lord  T or F
	Fourteenth:  It’s all of God, who chose us before the foundation of the world. T or F
I Corinthians 15:10  But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.  Galatians 2: 20  I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. We are the way we are in two ways. God made us the way we are by grace, and we are by the energy that we put forth in our effort to work with God in our sanctification. T or F.
Colossians 1:28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29 For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me.
 Exodus 14:13 And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. 14 The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” 15 The Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward.
It’s not standing still, and see the salvation of the Lord, it’s what? ____________________________
	 
God was going to give the victory, and in such a way that they knew it was all of God, but He wasn’t going to do it, until they moved forward.  And in like manner, we want God to give us the victory here at Rivers of Joy Baptist Church, but we must move forward and labour hard  in doing the work of the ministry before God gives us the victory. 



Martyn Lloyd Jones writes that working out what God has worked in...
Is the practical exhortation of the New Testament gospel to us today.  I must now perfect this thing which has been given to me. The seed has been planted; I have been given it in embryo. My business is to allow and to encourage this gift to grow and develop, until it comes to its final perfection and full maturity. I have got the gift: I need not be worried lest God is not present and not with me. God is working in me and I must develop it all I can.












BELIEVERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO WORK WITH GOD IN DEVELOPING THEIR CHRISTIAN LIVES.  PHILIPPIANS 2:12-13
January 17 2010
POINT ONE:   The Christian is to work out, bring out, and commanded to keep on doing an action as one’s general habit or life-style.  To produce on the outside of your life what is on the inside of our life.  What is planted by grace on the inside is to be made visible in your conduct what God has worked in.
THEOLOGICAL:  What God has worked by the way of salvation we are to work out by the way of sanctification.

The call for maximum work.  Maximum effort. Bring forth, to give intense commitment to the result of the salvation placed in us to do its designed purpose.
1 Corinthians 9:27, Romans 12:1-2


Let me ask this:  ARE YOU SERIOUS ABOUT YOUR SPIRITUAL LIFE?
C.T. Studd (1860 -1931)
Christ's call is to save the lost, not the stiff-necked; He came not to call scoffers but sinners to repentance; not to build and furnish comfortable chapels, churches, and cathedrals at home in which to rock Christian professors to sleep by means of clever essays, stereotyped prayers, and artistic musical performances, but to capture men from the devil's clutches and the very jaws of Hell. This can be accomplished only by a red-hot, unconventional, unfettered devotion, in the power of the Holy Spirit, to the Lord Jesus Christ.
I felt something wrong with my relationship to the LORD, and so I am reading through the entire New Testament to check all the commands in case I have unwittingly violated any of them.”
What are the elements which will help us do as Paul said: “I labour more them all.”
1A	YOU MUST UNDERSTAND YOUR EXAMPLE:
“SO THEN “       	
Jesus Christ is our example: He is the pattern. Be like Him.  What would Jesus do?
DO I NEED TO REMIND YOU, PAUL IS SAYING…..
“That the substances of your spiritual dedication are really clearly defined in being like Jesus Christ.
“If you abide in Christ, and He in you, you should walk as He walked.” Philippians 2:9-11, John 14:6, Acts 4:12) 
2A	YOU NEED TO UNDERSTAND ….. YOU ARE LOVED.
	“MY BELOVED.”      I WOULD LIKE TO CAMP OUT ON THIS. 
There was patience, mercy, grace, forgiveness, longsuffering, kindness, gentleness, restoration.
There was space, a period of interval of time, between salvation and sanctification.
Refers to the saints at Philippi who Paul loved dearly with an agape quality of love which is that unconditional, sacrificial love which flows from the throne of grace and which is part of the very essence of God. His soul is bound up in these precious saints, who were among the first Gentile converts in Europe (read about the Macedonian Vision, God opening Lydia's heart and the converted jailer at Philippi beginning in Acts 16:9-15
3A	YOU NEED TO UNDERSTAND THE PLACE OF OBEDIENCE.
	“JUST AS YOU HAVE ALWAYS OBEYED.”  
The Christian life is a pattern of obedience.
Literally means to "bear under" and has the basic meaning of listening to or of placing oneself under what is heard and therefore submitting and obeying what is heard.
Acts 6:7 And the word of God kept on spreading; and the number of the disciples continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith (the faith here refers not to the act of believing but to the substance of what is believed, and in that sense is synonymous with the gospel.
2 Thessalonians  1:8. You are always in a sense in the salvation process, and you are always acknowledging Jesus LORD, because in believing you are submitting to a command of obedience.  2 Thessalonians 3:14-15.
1 Peter 1:2  The heart of the Christian experience is obedience to Christ.
Matthew 28:19-20. 

NEXT TIME……
4A	YOU NEED TO UNDERSTAND OUR PERSONAL RESOURCES AND RESPONSIBILITY
5A	YOU NEED TO UNDERSTAND THE CONSEQUENCE OF SIN.


PHILIPPIANS 2:13
January  31, 2010  Pastor/Teacher Charles E. Whisnant
REVIEW:  There is a great disparity between our knowledge and our practice.  Most people do not face a problem of knowledge for they have been taught the word of God.  The problem is translating what is known in a daily conduct.  While we might score high on what we know, we may not score very high on how we translate what we know into action! TRUE?
Yet bringing forth or working out the salvation that God has given the believer that is already in you, into that perfect harmony of life on the outside is commanded by Paul.  And the Gospel is a command that is to be obeyed.  Thus the Christian life is a disciplined spiritual life. It is a day to day commitment to a zealous commitment to a devoted, diligent, spiritual walk.  It takes all we are to be about the business of bringing forth our salvation that Christ has placed in our life by grace that we live out totally by faith.
Thus Paul is calling for a personal sanctification, personal godliness, and spiritual maturity.  WE are called unto good works which will glorify God.
HOW DO I DO THAT?  HOW IS THE WORK OF SANCTIFICATION DONE?
1A	THERE IS TO BE A CONTINUED CONSCIOUS ACTIVITY ON OUR PART
1B	I am to be living on the outside in exact accordance to what God has done for me on the inside.  HOW CAN WE DO THIS?
2B	The believer has a personal responsibility to respond and they have the resources to do it with.  FIVE ELEMENTS WHICH WILL HELP YOU BRING UP THE GREATEST AMOUNT OF DILIGENCE.
You must understand your example: Jesus Christ.
You need to understand you are loved:  There’s room to grow.
You need to realize the place of obedience. Getting under.
You need to understand your resources and responsibilities.
You need to understand the consequences of sin.
3B	Understanding I am to do this by fear and trembling, for to sin would offend a holy God, and would cause God to have to chase me, and would cause me to lose my testimony to the world, and hinder my effectiveness to the church.
2A	THERE IS TO BE A CONTINUED CONSCIOUS ACTIVITY ON THE PART OF GOD
1B	VS 13.  Even as we work out our salvation, we are to know that it is actually God in us through the Holy Spirit who does the working.
2B	The gods of the pagans is not the God of the Bible.  The pagan gods are not personal whereas the Bible views God as personal.  (An Anthropomorphism expression.)  A view which conceives of God as having human form.
3B	The God of the Bible is a loving, caring, personal God who makes demands on men who can’t fulfill them, thus He comes to live in that man to fulfill His own demands in the very man He demands them to fulfill.
3B	The God of the Bible is spoken of as one writer puts it: “Is One Magnificent Human Being.” 	Exodus 33:11; Psalms 18:6; 56:8.  These speak of His personhood
4B	God calls us to obey, then God effects that obedience in us. That is the uniqueness of Christianity.  God working in us to perfect us unto Good Works.
5B	FIVE KEY TRUTHS ABOUT GOD WE MUST UNDERTSTAND HOW HE WORKS AS FOUND IN PHILIPPINAS 2:13:  GOD WORKING IN YOU.  John 15:4; I Corinthians 12:6; 11Cornithinas 3:5 .
	1C	NOTE HIS PERSON:   vs 13  “God”.  Theos.
God has given us much to help us, but the key to our spiritual progress is God working in us. God.. all that He is. He is in me working on my sanctification. He always accomplishes His will, never frustrated, always does what He desires. Psalms 23:1, 27:1 
2C	NOTE HIS POWER:  “It is God who is at work.”
“Work” energon (Gr) “to put out power, to work effectually, and productively.” To be at work, to energize. God is the energy  and the energizer.
It is God whose power drives our sanctification. In the flesh we can not do anything to His Glory. But His power drives us toward Christ-likeness. His power compels righteousness and converts sins.
His energy in us will move us to accomplish His purpose for us. God will effect sanctification in the life of the believer, there is a pattern of progress which God is working to please Himself.
An Old Testament illustration of HOW GOD WORKS.  2 CHRONICLES 29:1-30:12. Hezekiah getting the House in order. And God energize the fulfillment of His own commands.
THAT IS THE INCREDIBLE MYSTERY OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE.
It’s clear…that what ever is done in my life for the glory of God in response to His command, He must energize…. He is powerful and strong and He works to effect in us what He commands.
\


Philippians 2:12-13
Charles E. Whisnant, Pastor/Teacher
February 06  2010

[bookmark: 2:13]Philippians 2:13  for it is (3SPAI)  God who is at work (PAPMSN)  in you, both to will (PAN)  and to work (PAN)  for His good pleasure 
SUPERNATURAL WORK
REQUIRES
SUPERNATURAL ENERGY
The Christian life is a disciplined spiritual life. Paul is calling for a personal sanctification, personal godliness and spiritual maturity.
Work (1754) (energeo from energes = active, operative, at work in turn from en = in + érgon = work)
refers to active, efficient, effectual fervent work. God energizes His children to obey and serve Him; His power enables their sanctification.
THE POSSIBILITY OF LIVING THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS TWO-FOLD
1B	The Christian working 100% out what is on the inside.
2B	The Lord working 100% on what is on the inside.
Remember:  Whatever is being produced in your life for the glory of God is being produced by God, He is at work in you.  So which one is it? You or God bringing about your salvation?
FIVE KEY TRUTHS ABOUT GOD WE MUST UNDERSTAND.
1B	HIS PERSON:   It is God in person working in you.
2B	HIS POWER:	   It is God’s power who is working in you.	
	It is God who is energizing the fulfillment of His own command in us.
3B	HIS PRESENCE:  It is God who is in you, working out His will.
	Acts 1:8; I Corinthians 3:16-17; 6:19; 2 Corinthians 6:16; Psalms 139:3
His presence is always present in your life from the first day to the last day on earth and into eternity. Always sustaining, supporting, upholding, strengthening, shielding, never out of His care.
4B	HIS PURPOSE:	He is trying to develop something very specific in us. Thus He is working in us both to will and do His good pleasure.
BOTH TO WILL AND TO WORK: kai to thelein (PAN) kai to energein (PAN): 
1 King 8:58; 1 Chro 29:14-18; Ezra 1:1,5, 7:27; Nehemiah 2:4; Psalms 110:3; 119:36; Psalms 141:4; Proverbs 21:1; John 6:45, 65; Ephesians 2:4-5; 2 Thess. 2:13-14; Titus 3:4-5; I Peter 1:3
There are two things God wants to energize in us! 
Our Will and our Work.
Psalms 110:3; Ezra 1:5; 7:27; Proverbs 21:1
God is working in you on your will to produce the intent, the will to do what He desires.

HOW DOES GOD PRODUCE IN US TO MOVE OUR WILL?
1B	HOLY DISCONTENT:
	You are discontent with your holiness, your spiritual state. He wants you to hate sin.
2B	HOLY ASPIRATION:
A Strong desire to achieve something higher or greater: knowledge, wisdom, to be like Paul, Peter, James and John
3B	HIS PLEASURE:
Why is God doing all this in you…..for His good pleasure. For His satisfaction.  He wants to cause us to do what pleases Him.




Philippians 2:13
Pastor/Teacher Charles E. Whisnant   February 14, 2010
Philippians 2:13  for it is (3SPAI)  God who is at work (PAPMSN)  in you, both to will (PAN)  and to work (PAN)  for His good pleasure 
God is always, by the Holy Spirit in us, producing sanctifying effects in our life. And that is why He gets all the credit, because He is doing all the work in our lives. God is working in ways beyond our ability to understand.  
GOD IS HOLY – So He always does what’s right.
GOD IS  LOVING – So He is always concerned with our best.
GOD IS GRACIOUS – So He always forgives.
GOD IS MERCIFUL – So He always holds back the fullness of judgment.
GOD IS JUST –So He is always fair.
GOD IS GENEROUS – So He always gives more than enough.

Having been justified by the power of God, we wouldn’t be left alone to be perfected in the flesh. Galatians 3:3.   If we began in the Spirit, we’ll be perfected in the Spirit. If we came to God in His power, we’ll be kept by His power.
So the process cannot be stopped. Sin in our lives can slow it down, but God effects the progressive work through blessings and chastening.  Hebrews 12.

FIVE KEY TRUTHS ABOUT GOD WE MUST UNDERSTAND.
1B	HIS PERSON:   It is God in person working in you.
2B	HIS POWER:   It is God’s power who is working in you.	
	It is God who is energizing the fulfillment of His own command in us.
3B	HIS PRESENCE:  It is God who is in you, working out His will.
	Acts 1:8; I Corinthians 3:16-17; 6:19; 2 Corinthians 6:16; Psalms 139:3
His presence is always present in your life from the first day to the last day on earth and into eternity. Always sustaining, supporting, upholding, strengthening, shielding. We are never out of His care.
4B	HIS PURPOSE:	He is trying to develop something very specific in us. Thus He is working in us both to will and do His good pleasure.

TO WILL 2309 AND TO DO 1754 
Psalm 119:36; Proverbs 21:1; John 6:45, 65; Ephesians 2:4-5; 2Thess 2:13-14; Titus 3:4-5; 
A reference to us, rather than God.  God wants to energize our will and our work.
Can I say this: The Lord desires to enable the Christian to desire to do His will, and replace our weakness with the needed power for service.
The Holy Spirit works on our wants and our will and desires. Psalm 110:3
TO WILL
To wish to have, desire, to purpose to do, to be willing.  
God wants to produce in us the proper inclination, intention, desire for what is right.
Ezra 1:5; Ezra 7:27
The LORD takes your heart and He turns it to cause you to will what is right.
HOW DOES HE DO THIS?
TWO THINGS HE DOES TO MOVE YOUR WILL

1A	HOLY DISCONTENT
That is you are discontent with your holiness, a discontent with your present spiritual state. Romans 7:24.  It’s not with your situation in life but with your sin.
2A	A HOLY ASPIRATION
A strong desire to achieve something high or great.
A longing to be more like Christ. 
A longing to know more about the Word, to have wisdom.
You begin to read not only the Bible but you find yourself on GROW BY LEARNING.
You find yourself keeping the Pastor’s outlines and during the week you study them
You might even find the desire to listen again to the message on video. Think of that Charity.
You might even just find yourself in love with worship and praise and singing.
YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE TO TEACH THESE PRINCIPLES/TRUTHS TO YOUR CHILDREN AND TO MAKE APPLICATION IN YOUR DAILY LIVING:  LET’S NOT BE NOTES RICH, APPLICATION POOR
Philippians 2:15-16  Part One
Charles E. Whisnant, Pastor/Teacher  50.39
Always Complaining
Last time we spoke on Paul’s command to stop grumbling and arguing.  In this message we want to address the reason why we are to quit complaining.
BACKGROUND TO THE SOCIAL PROBLEMS THAT CAUSE COMPLAINING:   grumble criticize    whine        nitpick
1A	NARCISSISTIC SELF-INDULGENT CULTURE:
We have always lived in a culture that breeds self-love.  We are told ‘YOU CAN HAVE IT ALL.’  
We live in a fancy world of Hollywood and TV and Movies and DVD’s and books that lead us to believe we can have all our wishes come true.
When we see all this narcissism, and we cannot receive it, we are put into deep despair.  We seek to feed on self-indulgence. Having everything we need, nearly, in America, we brood over things we do not have.  We complain to the degree that we are never really satisfied.
2A	DO IT ALL FOR YOURSELF
Since in the 60’s we were able to change the social institutions of our country, we have become the materialistic generation of today. Today our society is indulged in things. Society is in the pursuit of their  own happiness. And built into this pursuit is a lot of unsettlement and disillusionments.
3A	THE MOOD OF OUR SOCIETY OF COMPLAINERS:
Typical things that cause people to have increased blood pressures. Things that make people angry, hostile, and sometimes raging and violent. Check out your list of feelings that cause you to lose it.
4A	AMERICA IS A SOCIETY OF DISCONTENT
Mid-life crisis…really?  Some people fret about being 40 years old. These have been the best years of my life, as well as the 50’s and now in to my 60’s.  Stress!  Some people in other countries are spared this crisis of a fortieth birthday, the average age of life is 37.
5A	THE PROBLEM OF DISCONTENT
This idealistic, socially conscience, materialistic, fashion conscience society feeds the mood and sin of discontent.
6A	WE ARE DISCONTENT OVER EVERYTHING EXCEPT THE RIGHT THINGS.
I wish you could get stressed out over not coming to service on Sunday and Wednesday, (this church we have a 99 percent rate of attendance, so little stress here at ROJBC), rather than the Cable or Dish TV not working.  Or you get really frustrated that you don’t have enough money to give to the Lord upon the first day of the week.  Are you getting frustrated that you haven’t talked to someone about Christ in the last year?
The general principle in Philippians 2:14
1A	QUIT COMPLAINING AS A WAY OF LIFE
Stop the continued outbursts of complaining about the circumstances that we find ourselves in.  In the Christian experience we are to live without complaining and arguing all the time, but rather bring out  the salvation God has put in us.  We are to rejoice.
2A	THE REAL ISSUE OF THE COMPLAINING 
It’s the idea that you direct your murmurs and doubts as toward God. As God is working out your sanctification in your life, we tend to complain about how it’s being done.
Paul’s command in verse 14: we are not to have an emotional grumbling heart and no intellectual disputing with God about our situation in life.  But rather without complaint we are grateful to live out our salvation.
IN TERMS OF ATTTIUDE THAT PERVADES ALL OUR LIVING WE ARE TO STOP COMPLAINING.

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE TO TEACH THESE PRINICPLES / TRUTHS TO YOUR CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN AND MAKE APPLICATION TO YOUR DAILY LIVING.  LET’S NOT BE NOTES RICH, APPLICATION POOR.
WHY SHOULD WE QUIT COMPLAINING? PART THREE
Charles E. Whisnant, Pastor/Teacher  March 14, 2010   Philippians 2:15

THREE REASONS WHY WE ARE TO LIVE A LIFE THAT GLORIFies GOD AND STOP COMPLAINING
1A	STOP COMPLAINING FOR YOUR SAKE:  vs 15
	“THAT” YE MIGHT BE”
BLAMELESS
A life that cannot be criticized as to temper or conduct.
HARMLESS
A life that cannot be criticized as being mixed with the evil of this world. Unmixed with	the allos of this world. Matthew 10:16;  Romans 16:19
WITHOUT REBUKE
Unblemished without blame or fault. Used as a tombstone inscription describing the character of a young child and those who died prematurely without the stain of life.. Pure, simple, unmixed, faultless. Why? We are the…….
SONS OF GOD
You are to be becoming a proper child of God. A believable kind of life that would say, “I am a real, pure child of God.”  John 1:12; 11:52; Romans 8:16,17,21; 9:8; I John 3:1,2, 10; 5:2
2A	WHEN WE TALK ABOUT THE REASON FOR OBEDIENCE, IT IS FOR THE SAKE OF THE UNSAVED.
SHINE AS LIGHTS IN THE WORLD: is the subject
IN THE MIDST OF :  
Christ haters, morally warped world, spiritually damaged. Christians are in this kind of  world.
A CROOKED
Hardhearted, mockers, and corrupt. A rebellious, disorderly or evil state.
PERVERSE 
The nature of men, man’s behavior  is twisted by bad teaching. 
NATION: GENERATION
WORLD
The fallen moral character. Man chooses to follow Satan rather than Christ.
Humanity chose to follow darkness rather than light.
The whole culture has deviated from the standard of God which is righteousness, and in that deviation they have become distorted, and twisted, and their thinking is so convoluted that we would never expect the nature of man to understand the things of God.  Those standards are to them foolishness.
We are to reach this perverse and crooked world in two ways:
1A	What we are.	2B  What we say.
AMONG WHOM YOU SHINE AS LIGHT:  Matthew 5:14, John 1:4, 8:12.
We demonstrate the light of God. The life of God. Life and Light are one.  2 Corinthians 4:6. Eph 5:8.
You sent out an impulse of light. You light other people. They may feel the vibration of your own holiness.   WE AFFECT EVERY ONE WE COME INTO CONTACT WITH EACH DAY.
‘SHOW ME YOUR REDEEMED LIFE AND I MIGHT BE INCLINE TO BELIEVE IN YOUR REDEEMER.”
Vs. 15 is our CHARACTER.   Vs. 16 is our CONTENT.
‘HOLDING FORTH THE WORD OF LIFE.” Vs. 16.
To give attention to. Holding out, holding forth.  What is that? Shine forth the light. The Gospel.
3A	THE THIRD REASON:  FOR THE SAKE OF THE PASTOR: vs 16
	‘THAT I MIGHT REJOICE IN THE DAY OF CHRIST. “
	THAT I HAVE NOT RUN IN VAIN, NEITHER LABOURED IN VAIN.
I want to glorify God., I do that best when I run, labour in this life to bring about His glory in others. So in that day when I have to give an account of my labour, I want to be able to say that my labour has not been  in vain.  Hebrews 13:17; 3 John 4; Romans 15:17-18; Isaiah 49:6; I Corinthians 15:58.  
As Paul looked forward to the Day of Christ:  1 Corinthians 3:10-23. The day of the Christians rewards.
Paul wanted a full reward, and he wanted to rejoice when he got to heaven.  And he could do that if those under his ministry remained faithful while on earth.  Paul said you will encourage my heart, throughout all eternity, by being faithful.
The greatest joy of any servant is the obedience of his flock..
Lord, whatever You are doing at Rivers of Joy Baptist Church, don’t do it without me.



Philippians 2:16
CHARLES E. WHISNANT, PASTOR/TEACHER
RIVERS OF JOY BAPTIST CHURCH, MINFORD OHIO     STATE ROUTE 139 AND SHADY LANE
It is church life like this [Philippians 2:16-30] that really conquers the world, as it did the ancient world.  Men and women saw something in the Christian society that they had never seen anywhere else.”
D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, The Life of Joy and Peace (Grand Rapids, 1989), page 225.

INTRODUCTION:
We have been learning in PHILIPPIANS the PATTERN FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING. Do we not understand the CHRISTIAN LIFE as LIFE, and REALLY LIVING LIFE?  Does not the Bible teach us that being a CHRISTIAN is a transformation from DEATH unto NEW LIFE?  Well the way many “Christians” live you would think they are still dead!  You would think that many Christian’s lives are filled with tragedies and calamities, lost jobs and horrible accidents.  You would think from the lives of a lot of Christians that their lives have been hit with storms, drought and blizzards.  Most of Christian living seems to be “partly cloudy with 20% chance of sunshine.” Thus long-faced, heavy-hearted attitude has now invaded the ranks of Christianity.
The whole theme of Philippians is JOY. JOY “the gigantic secret of the Christian”.  Have you found Christians who are now rejoicing outwardly in their NEW LIFE IN CHRIST? Do you know many Christians who are genuine in their enthusiasm, and where their attitudes are uplifting and positive?
How many Christians do you know personally well enough that you can say that they really are expressing in conduct and content the Gospel of Jesus Christ? How many people do you know who are living above their circumstances.  They possess a well-developed sense of humor, a smile on their face, and it causes you to say, “What is it that enables them to be like that?” They are essentially different!  It’s more than being moral, it’s being spiritually alive.
We want to talk about those who are really holding forth the word of life in this twisted and perverse nation  and what it means to be holding forth the word of life?
My prayer is that the Spirit of Christ will convict your heart and that you will pray that Christ will help you begin to hold forth the Word of Life in a new and refreshing way today.
*******************************************************************************************
THE CHRISTIAN’S DESCRIPTION IN THE WORLD AS A CHILD OF GOD:  Philippians 2:12-16:
1A	THERE IS TO BE PURPOSE AND POWER:  vs. 12-13
	The Christian life takes all you can do and all the power of God.
2A	THERE IS TO BE GOOD ATTTIUDE AND ACTION:  vs. 14-16
	The Christian life is to have the right conduct and content.
3A	THERE IS TO BE SERIOUSNESS AND JOY: vs. 17-18
	The Christian life is a model of spiritual servants of Christ.
4A	THERE IS TO BE DISTINCTIVE QUALITIES IN THE TRUE CHRISTIANS 3:1-3

 THE DESIGN OF PHILIPPIANS IS TO HELP THE CHRISTIAN REJOICE BEING A CHRISTIAN.
Paul’s thought in Philippians is serious, his analogy is often very serious, “I may never get out of this situation alive. It may be God’s will that my life be poured out as a sacrifice. Even if that is so, even if it means the end of my life, this pouring out of my days on your behalf is worth every moment. Even if this imprisonment is my last, I rejoice every moment. “
THE CHRISTIAN IN THE WORLD IS TO BE:
1B	AS A CHILD OF GOD (Jesus Christ)
      1C	AS LIGHT: Shining as a luminary (star, moon)
2D   To stand out in society, to expose the hidden things of darkness and to warn people against certain consequences which will happen unless they pay heed and give attention to the Christian message.
3D   To be the light upon which others can see illustrated the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
2B   	CURRENT TREND:
1C	The mistaken ideal that at the present time only preachers are to hold forth the Word of God and not          each member of the Body of Christ
2C	It is no longer the habit or fashion for people to attend a place of worship.
3C	To assume that this country is Christian, and thus no need to preach the gospel. This is a false assumption.
3B	THE DUTIES OF THE INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIANS
      1C	The propagation of the gospel.
4B	WHY ARE WE TO BE OBEDIENT TO THE WILL AND COMMANDS OF JESUS CHRIST.
	WHY ARE WE TO BE CAREFUL ABOUT OUR BEHAVIOUR AND CONDUCT AND ATTTIUDE?
      1C	The ultimate goal is?  So that we will have a believable message.
      2C	It’s all designed to enable us, ultimately, to hold forth the Word of Life into the world who needs the message of Jesus Christ.
     3C	To expose the hidden things of darkness to a lost world.
5B	WHO THEN IS TO HOLD FORTH THE WORD OF LIFE:
1C	Good people.  Moral people. Upright people.  They can expose the hidden things of darkness, but most       stop there. Our morality and ethics are but an introduction to our gospel.
2C	True Believers.  All that I do and say, and all that I refrain from doing , is nothing but a kind of instruction      to my soul.
 6B	THE CHRISTIAN IN THIS WORLD AND LIFE:
       1C	Is essentially positive in position.  He not only exposes darkness but shows the light.
        2C	As Christians, we are because of the gospel. It’s to be perfectly plain and clear to everybody that the thing that is responsible for us is this gospel, this Word of Life.  All our conduct and conversation, our behavior, our every activity should point to the gospel of Jesus and we are holding up, putting forth the Word of Life.
      3C  	The Christian man or woman has life.
7B	WHAT DOES ‘HOLD FORTH THE WORD OF LIFE” TELL US ABOUT THE GOSPEL?
      1C	The gospel is not philosophy. Colossians 2:8, I Corinthians 1:17. It is not a collection of thoughts & ideas.      
      2C	The gospel is a living Word. Hebrews 4:12, Jeremiah 23:29, Romans 1:16.  It is not merely a theory, an idea, a point of view, something to be considered, something to be interested in, something to analyze.
  8B	WHY IS THE GOSPEL CALLED THE WORD OF LIFE.
      1C	 First and foremost the Word that tells us about Life.  Tells us that we are dead spiritually, and that there is another kind of life, and we are to live in communion with God, John 17:3.  
      2C	Secondly, it is also the Word that gives life: James 1:18, I Peter 1:23.
      3C	Thirdly, it is the Word that supports life. I Peter 2:2
      4C 	Lastly, it is the Word that shows us how to live this life.
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YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE TO TEACH THESE PRINICPLES / TRUTHS TO YOUR CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN AND MAKE APPLICATION TO YOUR DAILY LIVING.  LET’S NOT BE NOTES RICH, APPLICATION POOR.
WHAT DOES A SPIRITUAL SERVANT LOOK LIKE 
PART ONE
Philippians 2:17-18
THE SACRIFICIAL SIDE OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
Charles E. Whisnant
April 25 2010
“Nevertheless (you must not think that I regret my toil and pain); if matters should worsen so that I will crown the sacrificial service brought about by your faith (or my sacrificial service for your faith) by being poured out as a libation, I still rejoice and share my joy with all of you. In the same way you should rejoice and share your joy with me.” Silva: Philippians 17:18)
Paul’s appeal for the church to consider their spiritual condition, as having weighty implication for his work.  And we are given an example of what it means to have a sacrificial Christian life, or the model of a Spiritual Servant
INTRODUCTION: 
F.B. MYERS:  “I have only one ambition: to be God’s errand boy.”
John MacArthur Jr. to me is a model of a Spiritual Servant.
PAUL THE APOSTLE:  He is the biblical pattern for spiritual life.

 PAUL  would be on the Wheaties Box of Champions 


Paul’s point in 2:1-16 “We are called to humbly work out our salvation knowing it’s the power of God working in us to do so in every situation of life without complaint and arguing. And that is the pattern of our spiritual service.
PAUL GIVES DUTY AND PRINCIPLES: 
Humility of mind
A Non-complaining spirit. Watch your attitude.
A Working out your sanctification in the power of God.
HOW CAN WE LIVE OUT SUCH A LIFE:
How can we get on the outside, what God has put on the inside?  Paul’s driving force was that in his spiritual race, the race would be won and that the race would not be in vain. Thus Paul was consumed with Christ and not himself and was driven by love and the fear of failure.
AN EFFECTIVE SERVANT FOR JESUS CHRIST
Before any of our service for God will have any lasting result, it must be saturated with our heart’s blood. Much of our service is nothing more than a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. Without a pouring forth of soul of sacrifice there is little in the way of spiritual lasting gain.  The amount of spiritual worth is gauged by the expending of our spiritual force.
THE SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLE ILLUSTRATED IN THE LIFE OF PAUL:
Paul was a model for us to follow as a spiritual servant. He was used by God as a personal illustration of what God saw as a Spiritual Servant.
Paul’s life backed up his words. Much of our words are not in reality what reflects in our real life. Is it?
The decision of John Piper to take a leave from the pulpit for eight months: May 2010 to December 2010 in order to reflect on this service to the Lord.
We should be willing to sacrifice our self to be a spiritual model for others? Are YOU?
But when godliness is present and a person is truly spiritual and godly, deep, and walking in closeness with Christ, there is an utter lack of self consciousness.
THE IMAGERY IN PAUL’S MIND:
Vs. 17 Poured out as a drink offering (4689) (spendo) means to pour out an offering as an act of worship or ritual observance or as a libation. Paul is alluding to his possible martyrdom (which by tradition did become a reality).
Paul sees his life as a drink-offering, as a “pouring out”.  Paul saw his life as an offering pleasing to God. And his life was a willing one. 
THERE IS A GREATER SACRIFICE:  THAT OF THE PHILIPPIAN CHURCH
They were suffering greatly for their faith. Philippians 1:28-29
Paul never said, “Why am I in chains and suffering?”  He said, “This is just my drink offering, a small one at that, in comparison to your sacrifice, Jesus.”

WHAT DOES A SPIRITUAL CHRISITAN LOOK LIKE?
PHILIPPIANS 2:17-18   MAY 02, 2010
Charles E. Whisnant,
Rivers Of Joy Baptist Church
The Holy Spirit guided Paul to use himself as an illustration of a spiritual man with spiritual service. So the Spirit knew Paul’s heart perfectly.  Paul’s life backed up his words.  Much of our spiritual words are not in reality reflected in our real life.
We are decline to use ourselves as a spiritual model because we know too much about our selves to know the model is not what it ought to be.  But it should be a model.
But when godliness is present, and a person is truly spiritual and godly, deep and walks in closeness with Christ, there is a utter lack of self conscienceless that he is.
Here is Paul’s testimony:
In pouring out my life in sacrificial ministry for you, I find it rejoicing.”  Paul understood a life of sacrifice in his service.  
[bookmark: 2:17]Philippians 2:17  But even if I am being poured out)  as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice  and share my joy)  with you all 
THE POURING OUT OF HIS LIFE AS A DRINK OFFERING. 2  Timothy 4:6
The picture of poured out is from OT sacrificial system. As commanded in the book of Numbers, the people of Israel, as well as Gentiles who lived among them, were first to give a burnt offering of one of the prescribed animals, then a grain offering, and finally a drink offering (Numvbers 15:1-10. Pouring out as a drink offering refers to the topping off of an ancient animal sacrifice. The offerers poured wine either in front of or on top of the burning animal and the wine would be vaporized. That steam symbolized the rising of the offering to the deity for whom the sacrifice was made (cf. Exodus 29:38).
The apostle compares the self-sacrifice and energy of the Philippians with his own, magnifying theirs and minimizing his. They were both laying down their lives for the sake of the gospel, but their action he regards as the great sacrifice, and his as only the drink offering poured out upon it. Under this beauteous figure of speech, he speaks of his possible approaching death as a martyr.
Through Him (Christ, our Great High Priest) then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. And do not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. (Hebrews 13:15-16)
REJOICE  AND SHARE MY JOY  WITH YOU ALL  (2 Corinthians 7:4;Colossians 1:24; I Thess. 3;7-9)
Paul would gladly be poured out in martyrdom on the sacrifice and service of their faith.  If this should be his lot, he would rejoice that it should be so. 
[bookmark: 2:18]Philippians 2:18  You too, I urge you, rejoice in the same way and share your joy) with me. (Philippians 3:1; 4:4; Ephesians 3:13; James 1:2-4)
By way of application to our daily Christian life which is to be a joy filled testimony (See Psalms 16:11; John 15:11; 16:24; 17:13;2 Timothy 1:4, I Peter 1:8; 1 John 1:4; 2 John 1:12)) to a deeply despairing (no hope) world, simply try to do this in your own strength, your natural energy! You might succeed for a moment or two but for this to be one's lifestyle requires continual dependence upon a supernatural Source, and calls for the believer to continually submit to the control of the Holy Spirit (cp Ephesians 5:1;8; Galatians 5:22)
Rejoice (5463) (chairo) means to be be cheerful and to enjoy a state of happiness and well-being. 
AND SHARE YOUR JOY WITH ME:  
Share...joy  = together + chaíro = rejoice) means to rejoice together and thus to share in another’s joy. What a great thing to share!









ULTIMATE SACRIFICE LEADS TO ULTIMATE JOY
Philippians 2:17-18   
Charles E. Whisnant,   May 10, 2010

Most of our JOY is related to circumstances, right?  Earthly joy has such a high priority, doesn’t it? Most churches have never experienced spiritual joy that is born out of sacrifice, have they?
Philippians 21:17 “We rejoice together.”
2 Corinthians 7:11, Colossians 1:24; and I Timothy 3:7-9
To be counted worthy to be a sacrifice for Christ is to be counted as joy.  Once the soul has caught sight of the true importance of life and learned the privilege which is within reach of the one who understands the work of redemption, he will express the same glow as Christ.
Let me ask: how do you view life’s adversities?  Dark and sad, or do you abandon yourself to the will of God.  To be pleasing in His sight, nothing is dark and forbidding. Light is shed on everything and ultimate sacrifice will lead to ultimate joy.
We know so little of this kind of joy, because we know so little of this kind of sacrifice.  True or False?
Let me ask:  When was the last time you made a total sacrifice for Christ? You gave up something in total sacrifice which affected your comfort for the cause of Christ.
The reason why we have such discontent and an unhappy society? It is because they are trying to find joy without any sacrifice.
Joy is not found in possessions, but rather in sacrifice.
You’re chasing a delusion. A persistent false belief held in the face of strong contradictory evidence.
How are we going to experience this level of living?
	Hebrews 12:2  “Who for the joy set before Him endured the cross.”
Paul learned from Christ. Philippians 3:10  “That I might know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His suffering, being made conformable unto His death.”
Paul’s strength to live out Christ’s life is found in a deep relationship with Christ.
There are no tricks to get to this place.
Have you noticed; many churches are too deeply concerned about their troubles to be concerned with sacrifice of anything for the cause of Christ?
You couldn’t sacrifice time, energy, money, or effort to the will of God because you’re too concerned about your troubles, or pain, your plans, your desires.
I’m amazed how little most people are willing to do to send up a well pleasing odor to God. Most are not willing to sacrifice any personal comfort. True or False?
If it brings personal discomfort or inconvenience,  you won’t sacrifice.  True or False?
If it means personal hurt, personal discomfort, be it physical unease, mind pain, or embarrassment, you are willing to do little in the way of sacrifice of time, energy, or ministry. You won’t sacrifice that for obedience to the will of God.
HERE IS THE SOLUTION:
You get close to Christ and you will choose to sacrifice yourself in order to please Christ, and experience joy.
Everything from Paul was flowing from a close relationship with Christ.


YOUR EFFECTIVENESS IN THIS LIFE AS A CHRISTIAN IS DIRECTLY RELATED TO ONE THING:
YOUR EFFECTIVENESS AS A CHRISTIAN IS DIRECTLY RELATED TO  HOW INTIMATE IS YOUR FELLOWSHIP WITH CHRIST.



You say my relationship with Christ is GOOD!!!!  Then you will be obedient to the will of God. Then you will be rejoicing in sacrifice.  You won’t be grumbling about personal inconveniences. You won’t be so concerned about your own personal welfare or those of your family as you are about Christ’s welfare.
A PICTURE OF BIBLICAL SANCTIFICATION, BIBLICAL ATTITUDE, BIBICAL GROWTH COMES OUT OF A HEART THAT HAS CLOSE TIES WITH CHRIST. YOU ARE A TIGHT BRANCH ON THE VINE OF JESUS CHRIST.
TIMOTHY, OUR SPIRITUAL EXAMPLE SERVANT
Who can we look at to present to us, a pictured of a spiritual servant?
The single greatest tool for spiritual leadership is the power of an exemplary life.
PAUL GIVES DUTY AND PRINCIPLES:  VS 1-1
Humility of Mind
A non-complaining spirit. Watch your attitude.
Getting on the outside, what God has put on the inside.
HOW DOES PRINCIPLE WORK ITSELF OUT IN PATTER? WHO DO WE HAVE FOR EXAMPLES?
Paul, the Sacrificial Rejoicer: v 17-18
Timothy, the Single minded sympathizer: vs. 19-24
Epaphriditus: 25-30.
THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PRINCIPLE AND PATTERN?
Principles only tell me my duty, they can’t help me do it.
Example or modeling can show us that such a duty is possible.
PAUL’S WAS VERY CONSCIOUSW ABOUT THE FEELINGS OF THE PHILIPPIANS:  vs. 19
‘BUT’ Paul said, “I trust in the Lord to send Timothy to you soon.”
Paul submitted all this plans to the Lord.
He would send Timothy to Philippi shortly, after the results of his trail in Rome, and unfinished ministry in Rome.[image: C:\Users\CEWhisnant\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\YTMX4RQH\MP900049761[1].jpg]
PAUL GIVES US A PROFILE OF TIMOTHY, WHY THEY COULD ACCEPT HIM: 20-24
SEVEN THINGS THAT MARK OUT TIMOTHY AS A SPIRITUAL EXAMPLE SERVANT:
1A	HE WAS LIKE-MINDED WITH PAUL:  SIMILAR: vs. 20
“I HAVE NO ONE ELSE LIKE HIM.”  Timothy was the only one now in Rome who was like Paul, in heart and in mind, and zeal and concern for the Philippians Church.
“Timothy was set apart uniquely as an effective believer because he was so much like after the Apostleship model Paul.
2A	HE WAS CONCERN FOR OTHERS:	SYMPATHETIC. VS 20
	“Who will naturally care for your state.  He had compassion for the church body.
3A	HE WAS NOT SELF-CENTERED:	SINGLE-MINDED:  vs. 21
“For they all seek their own.”  All the believers in Rome were seeking their own interest and did not have time to serve Paul.	Timothy was dedicated to the work of the Lord that Paul could depend upon him to visit Philippi.  Timothy was focus on one goal:  to serve Christ’s.
It is sad, the church is made up the perfunctorily servicers for whom Christ is just one on the agenda. Happily there are some consumed with Christ who make the difference. Timothy was a consumed person.
4A	HE HAD PROVEN HIMSELF IN SERVICE:   SEASONED; vs. 22.
“But ye know the proof of him.”  He had been put to the test and was found approved for the service. He was found “dokimion” proven, or trustworthiness. Proven after testing.
5A	HE VIEWED PAUL AS A SON WOULD HIS FATHER;     SUBMISSIVE; vs 22
“He hath served with me as a son would with his father.”  He was a bond servant with Paul, not a bond slave for Paul. But for Timothy point of view he was the son working along side his dad in service, not out of force but out of earned respect.
6A	HE SERVED TOGETHER FOR THE FURTHERANCE OF THE GOSPEL: SACRIFICIAL vs. 22
	“In the Gospel.”  Served together as partner’s in the spreading of the “Gospel of Jesus Christ.
What was Timothy’[s plan before Paul picked him up in Acts 16? Surely he was a young man who had some direction in life? Them Paul comes along and a voice out of heaven comes and picks Timothy up and they were off on a non-stop tour of the world and lived a total sacrificial life. Nobody else had that kind of spirit consumed with the work of the Gospel. He learned from Paul: Lived for one objective: Gospel advancement.
7A	HE DIDN’T HAVE HIS OWN AGENDA; 	SERVICABLE; VS 23
“Therefore I hope to send him immediately.”  Timothy was ready to go, be sent, ready to say, always ready and available for service at the bid of Paul.
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