
1 Thessalonians 2:1-6 Part One verse 1
Overall in Christian ministry there seems to always be a crisis of true leadership.  There seems to be always failure in ministry that comes from a failure of spiritual leadership.
My concern is learning to have a genuine lasting effective leadership in this church.
HOW CAN WE MAKE SURE WE HAVE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP?
BUT FIRST< WHAT MAKES LEADERHIP SO CHALLENGING?
Those of us who have been called to preach or pastor and called to be Elders of the church have an immense responsibility
1. Our responsibility is to administer the ordinances in such a way as to lead the people to renew their covenant of obedience and to confess their sin and to purify themselves from all filthiness of the flesh. 
2. Our responsibility is to oversee the church, to govern its life including the rebuke of the disobedient and the strengthening of the faint. 
3. Our responsibility is to train and to appoint teachers and workers so that they reach all of those who are in their care and are able in a diverse way to offer biblical counsel and example for resolving their doubts, their weaknesses, their fears, their difficulties, their sins and their anxieties.
4. The responsibility of the spiritual leader is also to be the physician who runs the hospital which cares for all their infections, whether vice or heresy and leads them to holy cures or expels them. 
5. And the spiritual leader is responsible to be the tender shepherd who cares to see that all their needs are supplied and all their wounds are healed and all their distresses are resolved. 
6. The spiritual leader is to champion the truth, defending it and its flock.
 And for all of that he must answer to Christ. And in all of it he is to be a model of spiritual virtue and is to live what he wants the people to become.
WHO IS QUALIFED FOR SUCH A CALLING?
I ask myself how, with all my weaknesses of the flesh, am I able to accomplish such God-given responsibilities. I live in fear of failure, and that is not so uncommon.

Paul even struggled with his flesh, doing things he wanted to do.  He too battled a thorn in the flesh. Yet we can learn from him how to succeed in leadership.
1 For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was not in vain: 2 But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention. 3 For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile: 4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. 5 For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God is witness: 6 Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might have been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ. 1 Thess 2:1-6 (KJV)
In these marvelous six verses Paul shares with us the principles for a valuable ministry as God measures usefulness.  
BACKGROUND OF PAUL IN THE CHURCH:
· One way to destroy the effectiveness of the pastor/teacher is to attack his integrity and sincerity and destroy the confidence of the man who God had to found the church.
· Frauds (crime of cheating somebody) in Paul’s day was as rampant as they are today.  Paul, Timothy, Silas were accused of wicked motives, intentions, as self-seeking fakers.
PAUL THEREFORE WRITES THIS BOOK TO THE CHURCH.
Paul recalls how he ministered to them, and states out the principles that made his ministry effective.
Vs One:  ¶ For <1063> yourselves <846>, brethren <80>, know <1492> (5758) our <2257> entrance in <1529> unto you  , that   it was   not  in vain <2756>:  
You know our ministry has not become empty, nor has it has been a failure or false.
Preachers watch to see what will be the outcome of the work where he has pastured, to see if it succeeds and is not fruitless or ineffective.  But the preaching was not feeble, void of earnestness, or energy. The impact was dynamic, in the Word of God and not pointless.
This church was a successful church as we have seen in chapter one.
SO HOW WAS PAUL’S MINISTRY FULL OF ENERGY AND EFFECTIVENESS?
WHAT ARE THE PRINCIPLES TO EFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP IN THE CHURCH?
· “How you live your life and how you successfully operate your ministry, is in direct relationship to your view of God.” 


1 Thessalonians 2:1-2 Part Two
How can pastor/teachers have a genuine lasting spiritual impact on their charge as in Acts 20:28? Is there a path, the pattern set forth in scripture that will give direction to a ministry that is still going? 
Pastors/Elders are given the responsibility to champion the truth, defend the truth, and feed and lead and guide the flock that God has put in his charge. We are called to set the example so others will follow the Lord Jesus Christ.
· Called, ordained, set apart, put into the ministry for the purpose of overseeing the flock.
PRINCIPLES FOR AN EFFECTIVE MINISTRY
How you live your life and how you effectively operate your ministry is in direct relationship to your view of God.
PRINCIPLE ONE:  THE COOL CONFIDENCE IN GOD’S POWER THAT GAVE HIM TENACITY.
· “For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you that it was not in vain: 2 But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention.” 1 Thess 2:2. 
“SUFFERING:” Treated shamefully, insulting outrageous treatment, publicly insulted.  (Ac 16:11-40): a circumstance which would have deterred mere natural, unspiritual men from further preaching.
“BOLDNESS:” to stick firmly to any decision, plan, or opinion without changing or doubting it.  (Ac 4:29 Eph 6:20). Romans 1:1-2. 
“IN OUR GOD” OUR GOD IS AN AWESOME GOD.  The ground of our boldness in speaking was the realization of God as "OUR God”
“TO SPEAK THE GOSPEL OF GOD”  To continue to teach the truth of the Gospel. 
“CONTENTION”     (argument, disagreement, debate, controversy, conflict, hostility, combative).  That is, literally, as of competitors in a contest: striving earnestness (Col 1:29 Col 2:1). But here outward conflict with persecutors, rather than inward and mental, was what the missionaries had to endure (Ac 17:5, 6 Php 1:30).
The ministry:  There are times you want to bail out.  Go easy.  Soften the message. 
SO WHAT DO WE LEARN FROM PAUL?  THE MARK OF VALUABLE MINISTRY.
· You preach God’s gospel, what God has laid out for you to teach, not some other message. Do it not for popularity, but for the sake of the truth. And when the opposition comes, you do it in the power of God.
1. Count the cost.
2. Believe God is powerful.
3. Be true to the message.
4. Be true to your faith and God.
PRINCIPLE TWO:  PAUL WAS STEADFAST  TO GOD’S TRUTH.
For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile: 1 Thess 2:3  or “for our exhortation, did not come from error or uncleanness, nor was it in deceit.”
 “EXHORTATION”   The word implies an appeal.  Persuasive discourse.  Animating appeal or charge.
Paul’s preaching was an exceeding dialogue. With power, to penetrate the heart with its warning, and encouragement, to arouse out of indifference. To overcome the resistance of the will. Roberston
“WAS NOT OF GUILE” Deceit.  Error.  Untruth was not in his preaching. He wasn’t a charlatan, impostor, con.
So Paul uses three distinctly different words to affirm the truthfulness of his ministry:  expressing a contrast with what was characteristic of false teachers. He first asserted that his message (speak) was true and not erroneous or false. His “manner of life” was pure, not sexually wicked. His method of ministry was authentic, not deceptive.    THE KEY TO A SUCCESSFUL AND FRUITFUL MINISTRY.  
We preach the truth. 2 Corinthians 4:2.  
“Our preaching was not persuasive appeal, arousing feeling. But instruction.” FF Bruce “Our preaching does not originate in a delusion of which we are the victim – the Gospel of God.” He was not under some illusion.
PAUL GUARDED CAREFULLY THE TRUTH.  THE KEY TO MINISTRY IS TO KEEP THE WORD OF GOD PURE.  TO HAND THE TRUTH TO THE NEXT GENERATION WITHOUT ERROR.
THIS IS A TOPIC CLOSE TO MY HEART…… GUARD THE TRUTH OF THE WORD OF GOD.
When you are looking for a church, don’t look at the music, how good their children’s ministry is, there teen ministry is, how clever the preachers are. 
BUT ASK THIS QUESTION:  “How well do they guard the truth.  I Timothy 6:3-4
3 If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; 4 He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, 5 Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself.  1 Timothy 6:3-5
THE TRUE PULPIT: MARKS OF PAUL’S MINISTRY
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1 THESS 2:2-4
In the book and movie the DaVinci Code, midway through the book there is a charge that the church has pulled off the greatest hoax in history. The contention in the book, movie (and now a host of copycat books) is that the Emperor Constantine “created” the Christian faith, as we know it.  He suppressed any documents of the church he didn’t agree with; He elevated Jesus to the status of God; and he hid the fact that Jesus was really married and had descendents that are living today.
If you do any checking of the facts, you find that all of these things are wrong.  The books of the Bible were pretty much recognized by the time of Constantine.  Additional “gospels” were not hidden, they were simply rejected as forgeries and as propaganda from a group called the Gnostics.  As to the claim for the god-ness of Jesus; Jesus made those claims for himself in the earliest verses of the gospels.  Archaeology has unearthed copies of those gospels that predated Constantine by decades. The idea of Jesus being married has no evidence to support it.

The courage of the person who stands behind the pulpit must not be confounded with that audacity, self assurance which is so prevalent. It is the courage in God, and springs from:
1 LOVE FOR GOD’S  CHARACTER
2 CONFIDENCE IN GOD’S GOSPEL.
QUALITIES OF A SUCCESSFUL MINISTRY THAT MAKES THE PASTOR’S MINISTRY SUCCEED.
The elder must be a spiritual physician who can capably apply biblical cures to those vices and heresies that might afflict members of his church. He also must be a tender shepherd who, while feeding the flock, also heals their wounds, calms their fears, protects them from spiritual dangers, and comforts them in their distresses. In short, he is to be a champion for biblical truth (2 Tim. 4:2), a provider of spiritual resources (1 Peter 5:1–2), a guardian and protector (Acts 20:28–31), and always a model of spiritual virtue (1 Tim. 4:12 for all of which he is directly accountable to his Lord Jesus Christ (Heb. 13:17 and James 3:1’
God’s definition of success and our definition of success are different.  We look for worldly success; we look for financial profit, numerical growth, and the applause of men. God is looking for us to be faithful even when we don’t understand what He is doing.
1 Knowing What His Responsibilities Are
2 Having His Boldness in God, the Gospel, and the Word of God and Not in Himself
3 Having a right view of God

HE HAD COOLNESS IN GOD’S POWER	
HE HAD COMMITMENT TO GOD’S TRUTH
Thirdly, A necessary building block in Paul’s powerful impact was that the ministry given to him was approved by God. You would not have seen the result in paul’s ministry at the beginning, when he was leaving town. 
HE HAD A COMMISSION FROM GOD AND THAT GAVE HIM AUTHORITY. Vs. 4
4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. 1 Thess 2:3-4. 


ALLOWED:<1381>	“But, even as, we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the Gospel so we speak.”  Divine authority. Delegated authority.  A third and essential element in Paul's powerful impact was that his ministry was approved by God.{ from <G1384> (dokimos); to test (literal or figurative); by implication to approve :- allow, discern, examine, × like, (ap-) prove, try.}
 
1 Corinthians 9:16-17, I Timothy 1:11, 11 Corinthians 5:18-19, 1 Timothy 6:20, 2 Timothy 1:14
	“Allowed”  The passing as fit for election to a public office. Paul was tested, and then approved.
Acts 9:1-18 (note 15), Paul was called. God trusted him. 1 Corinthians 7:25, 2 Corinthians 5:20, Ephesians 3:8.
“PUT IN TRUST<4100> WITH THE GOSPEL” vs. 4
from <G4102> (pistis); to have faith (in, upon, or with respect to, a person or thing), i.e. credit; by implication to entrust (especially one's spiritual well-being to Christ) :- believe (-r), commit (to trust), put in trust with.
Paul was entrusted with teaching the GOSPEL. 
The key to preaching:  “The primary calling we have, folks, we who preach the Word of God, is to dispense that which we have been entrusted with.” 
Commissioned to preach, under divine authority to preach, 1 Corinthians 15:10, Eph 3:8, 1 Timothy 1:11-12, Titus 1:3.  1 Timothy 6:20 -21
‘EVEN SO WE SPEAK.’ <2980> a prolonged form of an otherwise obsolete verb; to talk, i.e. utter words :- preach, say, speak (after), talk, tell, utter.—Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary
WE ARE CALLED TO SPEAK THE GOSPEL.   Paul’s authority was to preach the Gospel.






Paul went to Philippi because he had a vision of a man calling him to Macedonia.  Paul went to Macedonia and began to reach out to the people in Philippi.  One day the Spirit used Paul to cast out a demon from a woman. The people who had been exploiting the woman were angry and had Paul and Silas arrested, beaten and thrown in jail.  The next morning, city officials escorted them out of town.
Their ministry in Thessalonica was not much different. After three Sabbaths in the synagogue, their ministry provoked a riot in the city and the apostles had to sneak out of town.
It’s easy to imagine that some would point to this ministry and say it was a failure.  If I were Paul I know I would have wondered if I was a miserable failure. When a program, idea, or ministry fails or stalls, I often want to give up and just walk away. Like me, you have probably had times when you set out to do a job and things didn’t go as you expected.
        You volunteered to teach a class and people stopped attending
        You planned a program and it flopped
        You tried to share the gospel with someone and became tongue tied and seemed to do more harm than good
        You take a new job believing it is God’s will yet you find yourself more frustrated than you have ever been.
        You start a business but it ends in bankruptcy
        You marry your “soul mate” but your spouse walks out on the marriage
People may not have called you a failure, but you saw the stares and sensed the whispers.  More than that, you heard the accusations of Satan in your own heart and mind.  This is why these words of Paul are so instructive to us. In spite of the circumstances and the whispers of failure, Paul continued to boldly declare the truth.  He refused to give up simply because things didn’t go as he expected. I think Paul understood several things we need to remember.
1. No one said following Christ would be easy or always pleasant. Jesus warned us that if people hated Him, some of those same people would hate us. Just because you are experiencing conflict doesn’t mean you have failed. 
2. We don’t see the whole picture.  When things don’t go as we expect we need to withhold judgment because God may be doing something different than we can see.   God reminds us in Isaiah 55:8-9 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways.” It is possible that what we see as failure is really the perfect piece for God’s puzzle.  Think of the various prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel who warned of God’s impending judgment but no one listened! Imagine how many times these men must have felt like failures! However, God’s purpose for these men was not to change the nation . . . He was using them to inform the nation and to provide a warning to the generations that would follow. God may be doing something different in you or through you than you expected.
3.      God’s definition of success and our definition of success are different.  We look for worldly success; we look for financial profit, numerical growth, and the applause of men. God is looking for us to be faithful even when we don’t understand what He is doing.
4.      Even if we do fail, failure is a necessary ingredient to growth.  We learn best from the mistakes we make in life.
http://www.unionchurch.com/archive/052106.html
The last thing Dever left us with at the pastor's conference was a quote by Charles Spurgeon to illustrate how he viewed his role as a shepherd of God's people. 
I am occupied in my small way, as Mr. Great-heart was employed in Bunyan's day. I do not compare myself with that champion, but I am in the same line of business. I am engaged in personally-conducted tours to Heaven; and I have with me, at the present time, dear Old Father Honest: I am glad he is still alive and active. And there is Christiana, and there are her children. It is my business, as best I can, to kill dragons, and cut off giants' heads, and lead on the timid and trembling. I am often afraid of losing some of the weaklings. I have the heart-ache for them; but, by God's grace, and your kind and generous help in looking after one another, I hope we shall all travel safely to the river's edge. Oh, how many have I had to part with there! I have stood on the brink, and I have heard them singing in the midst of the stream, and I have almost seen the shining ones lead them up the hill, and through the gates, into the Celestial City. 
[image: http://feeds2.feedburner.com/%7Er/DGBlog/%7E4/PXcuOu0CosY]
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Kirk Cameron Interviews John MacArthur, Pt. 1 of 3 (www.gty.org

But in the process of calling them to remember how he minister, he goes back and touches the principles that made his ministry effective. Now let's see where he begins in verse 1. This is a general statement about the effectiveness of his ministry, "For you yourselves, brethren, know that our coming to you was not in vain." And he by the use of the word "our" embraces both Silas and Timothy who were with him. He says you know our coming to you was not in vain. You yourselves know it is self-evident, it was your experience, no one needs to tell you, it is obvious.
Conversely, it was a success...just the opposite was true and you only have to reach back to last Sunday to remember how successful it was as we trekked our way through the tremendous richness of chapter 1 and how the Apostle Paul in 
verse 1 says you are a church in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Verse 2, we give thanks to God always for all of you, meaning they were all for real and genuine.
 And we know, he says in verse 3, your faith works, your love labors, and your hope perseveres. 
And verse 4, we know, brethren, you're the beloved of God, you're the elect. 
We know, verse 6, that you became imitators of us and of the Lord. 
You became examples to all the believers, verse 7. 
The Word of the Lord trumpeted out from you, verse 8. 
Verse 9, you turned from idols to serve a living and true God. 
And verse 10, you've been waiting for His Son to come back.
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