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Introduction 

“There is more hunger for love & appreciation in this world than for bread” 

7 attributes of God  …  7 attitudes in us  
Being  ...............  Availability 

Wisdom  ...........  Appreciation 

7 churches 

Appreciating our children for who they are  
God’s gift – for what? 

But what about total depravity? 

But what about the image of God? 

But what about the common grace of God? 

Appreciating our children for what they do  
Wisdom to show appreciation without condoning sin 

Wisdom to show appreciation without fostering pride 

Conclusion 

What is appreciation anyway?  

The opposite of depreciation 

  

 Search the Scriptures 

� Can you think of any Scripture passages where God shows appreciation for 
His children? 

� Using one of your passages above or your allocated passage ………………. 
look for the key verse relating to God’s appreciation of His children. 

� What does your passage teach about God’s appreciation of His children, and 
the wisdom of God that is behind this? 

� How can parents seek to model this for their children? 

� What are some dangers to avoid? 

� As a parent, or potential parent, or as a child, do you have any suggestions 
for how appreciation can be shown in a manner which may incline a child to 
a right understanding of themselves and of God? 



 

� 1 Corinthians 1:1-13   
Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our 
brother Sosthenes,  2 To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in 
Christ Jesus and called to be holy, together with all those everywhere who 
call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ-- their Lord and ours:  3 Grace and 
peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  4 I always 
thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus.  5 For in 
him you have been enriched in every way-- in all your speaking and in all 
your knowledge--  6 because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in 
you.  7 Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for 
our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.  8 He will keep you strong to the end, 
so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9 God, 
who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is 
faithful.  10 I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that all of you agree with one another so that there may be no divisions 
among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought.  11 My 
brothers, some from Chloe's household have informed me that there are 
quarrels among you.  12 What I mean is this: One of you says, "I follow 
Paul"; another, "I follow Apollos"; another, "I follow Cephas"; still another, 
"I follow Christ."  13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were 
you baptized into the name of Paul? 

� Zephaniah 3:9-17   
9 "Then will I purify the lips of the peoples, that all of them may call on the 
name of the LORD and serve him shoulder to shoulder.  10 From beyond the 
rivers of Cush my worshipers, my scattered people, will bring me offerings.  
11 On that day you will not be put to shame for all the wrongs you have done 
to me, because I will remove from this city those who rejoice in their pride. 
Never again will you be haughty on my holy hill.  12 But I will leave within 
you the meek and humble, who trust in the name of the LORD.  13 The 
remnant of Israel will do no wrong; they will speak no lies, nor will deceit 
be found in their mouths. They will eat and lie down and no one will make 
them afraid."  14 Sing, O Daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O Israel! Be glad 
and rejoice with all your heart, O Daughter of Jerusalem!  15 The LORD has 
taken away your punishment, he has turned back your enemy. The LORD, 
the King of Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any harm.  16 On 
that day they will say to Jerusalem, "Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your 
hands hang limp.  17 The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. 
He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will 
rejoice over you with singing." 

� Job 42:1-9   
Then Job replied to the LORD:  2 "I know that you can do all things; no plan 
of yours can be thwarted.  3 You asked, 'Who is this that obscures my 

counsel without knowledge?' Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, 
things too wonderful for me to know.  4 "You said, 'Listen now, and I will 
speak; I will question you, and you shall answer me.'  5 My ears had heard of 
you but now my eyes have seen you.  6 Therefore I despise myself and 
repent in dust and ashes."  7 After the LORD had said these things to Job, he 
said to Eliphaz the Temanite, "I am angry with you and your two friends, 
because you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.  8 
So now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job and 
sacrifice a burnt offering for yourselves. My servant Job will pray for you, 
and I will accept his prayer and not deal with you according to your folly. 
You have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has."  9 So 
Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite did 
what the LORD told them; and the LORD accepted Job's prayer. 

� Exodus 1:15-21   
15 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, whose names were 
Shiphrah and Puah,  16 "When you help the Hebrew women in childbirth and 
observe them on the delivery stool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, 
let her live."  17 The midwives, however, feared God and did not do what the 
king of Egypt had told them to do; they let the boys live.  18 Then the king of 
Egypt summoned the midwives and asked them, "Why have you done this? 
Why have you let the boys live?"  19 The midwives answered Pharaoh, 
"Hebrew women are not like Egyptian women; they are vigorous and give 
birth before the midwives arrive."  20 So God was kind to the midwives and 
the people increased and became even more numerous.  21 And because the 
midwives feared God, he gave them families of their own. 

� Psalm 147:10-11   
10 His pleasure is not in the strength of the horse, nor his delight in the legs 
of a man;  11 the LORD delights in those who fear him, who put their hope 
in his unfailing love. 

 


